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1 IDEA EXCHA
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the centre of plans to
implement the New Education
Policy and the four-year
undergraduate programme at
DU. The University was also
mulling a format of giving
cqual weightage to students’
marks and scores of Central
Universities Common
Entrance Test (CUCET)
before the second wave of
Covid-19 struck

E NEWSMAKERS IN THE NEWSROOM

Universitics are places
where students come for

(On Mahasweta Dewi )
' After over a year-and-a-half,

Delhi University is set to
reopen next week in a “slow,
phased manner” beginning
with its libraries. Prof Joshi
was appointed acting V-C last

| October, and under him the

| University has scen a slew of
changes, including exams
being held online for the first
time. The professor of social
anthropology has also been at

Dalit authors being
removed from syllabus) | overall development.
Teaching is one part of it.
People debate... Students
should learn not just

am not a dictartor. The
pancls, which also had

the head ot English, vave

recommendations... 'To books, but about lifc in
general. To the extent no

destruction of property...

project DU is anti-Dalit

overmght, is not right

ARANYA SHANKAR: Cut-offs for
admission to Delhi University (DU)
courses have been increasing every
year. Many people, including you, have
pointed out the need for an alternative
system for admitting students. Why
hasn't the change been implemented?

For professional courses, we already
have entrance tests. This year, with the
National Education Policy ( NEP). it was de-
cided by the Government of India that let's
get 42 universities to come together. It was
not that Central Universities Common
Entrance Test(CUCET)was not there before,
1t was limited in its scope with only a few
new Centraluniversities. They(the govern-
ment)wanted to bring withinits scope DU,
Banaras Hindu University (BHU) etc. We
hadreached a kind of consensus as well, but
then the second wave came in the way. So
we were forced to go back to the merit-
hased system. The disadvantage is that we
may have very high cut-offs,even 100%, but
then rhere is no other way. The CLICET was
one way. We were thinking of giving half
weightage to the CUCET and halfto the stu-
dents' percentage. But that will have towait
for another ane yvear.

SUKRITA BARUAH: Are the high cut-offs
also the result of how the CBSEand
other state boards grade the
performance of studenis?

When | was a school student, the top-
perwould get 70-71%. At the time, 100% was
unthinkable. Earlier there were more essay
kind of questions, now there are shorter for-
mats with the possility of getting full
marks. Today if you get 70-75% marks, |
don't think vou have any chance of getting
admissioninto DU We are facing problems
because our colleges have to decide a cut-
off_and if there are so many people with
100% marks, then 100% becomes the cut-
off. Once a cut-off is decided. we have toad-
mit anvone who falls within that category,
and that becomes a problem as well. Sowe
aver-admit students every year.

ARANYA SHANKAR: You say students
scoring 70-75% marks don't get
admission to DU. So does that make DU
an elite institution catering to a certain
section of people who might all come
from a particular economic class?

I believe that talent is randomly distrib-
uted. Itis not based on caste, class, gender.
DU adnuts students from Economically
Weaker Sections, OBCs, SC,ST... The rider is
thateven if we are admitting students from
FWS category, we will go by merit because
we have to give a fair chance Lo every stu-
dent. Ment 1s that fairchance... DU cut-offs
are high... Not 75% but students with 90%
get admission Lo the university. Plus, we also
have rhe School of Open Learning, where
nearty four lakh students are enrolled. We
have got the Non-Collegiate Women's
Education Board (NCWEB) which is again
catenngtoacertainsectionof girl students.
I think students get a fair chance, including
those with lower scores.

MALLICA JOSHI: DU has had entrance
tests for courses such as English and
journalism for years now. But the fear
regarding entrance tests is that
students with means such as access to
good coaching can end up benefiting.
How do you plan to address this?

I'here are two issues here. One s the is-
sue of certain Boards being liberal in their
marking. For that we have the CUCET, which
willset one standard foreveryone... My idea
15 we should not leave it entirely to the
CHCET hecause that will encourage coach-
ing centres. Students will then not be con-
cemed withtheir Board exams... Therefore,
ablend of Board exams and the CLUCET was
what DU came up with. We said we will
zive both equal weightage

RITIKA CHOPRA: About 35-40% of
teachers’ posts are vacant in DU. What
holds institutions back from filling up
these vacancies? The Centre has been
sending constant reminders to DU,
specifically during former V-C Yogesh
Tyagi's time

think it 1s 2 major concern lor DL You
i night 10 saying that at least 50% of the
pats are vacant in different university de
partments; in colleges, many more posi

1ons are vacant. When | came, mmedi-
nely ook action. The problem s that
ppomtments 1s 4 very lengthy process. |

wted 1o recrunt assistant professors for
conamcs. it took me seven days tojust in-

erview the candidates. There were around

() candidates and you have to give each
ne at least 0 minutes. | could only recruit
4 faculty members. By that time, nearly
{0 other people had retired. So we were
back 1o square one. 5ot has to be consid-

red senously. infact, iftamgivena chance
agam, lwould like to have two boards inde
pendently recruiting teachers

here s undoubtedly a backlog in DU
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‘With every new idea, there are fears. We’ve held talks
on NEP with all stakeholders. Fully geared to adopt it’

Delhi University’s Acting V-C Prof P C Joshi talks of the problem of high cut-offs and finding a balance with the plan to have entrance
exams, feels ranking systems give a sense of goal, and says while he prefers physical classes, going online has been a learning experience
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The reasons are not only that we don't get
nominees...Sometimes UGC comes up with
regulations and we have toadhere tothem.
Itis not only inaction on the part of the head
of the institution. There are other reasons
as well. Now we have a big backlog and we
are compensating for that with guest teach-
ers. Permanent teachers of course have bet-
ter salaries and their dedication is more.

ARANYA SHANKAR: On July 26, the
Education Minister said that there are
only 58 ad-hocteachersin DU...

‘Whenyoutalkof DU, there are twoele-
ments. One is the University of Delhiand its
departments. Thenthere are 91 colleges. So
what the Minister said was not wrong. In
the University of Delhi, thatis inits depart-
ments, there are 58 (ad-hoc) teachers. In
colleges there are more than4,000(ad-hoc)
teachers. So you can say he was bath right
and wrong. We had given the Ministry the
data that they asked for.

PVAIDYANATHAN IYER: The capacity of
DU’s colleges hasn'tincreased in the
way, say, students scoring 95% marks
have increased. Does the issue come up
inyour discussion with college
principals and the government?

If students increase, then definitely we
have to increase the capacity too. We had
expansionin the OBC segment. There were
grants given by the government, by the
UGC. for it, and many colleges and
University departments created more space
and infrastructure for the increased seats.
The government is sensitive about it, that
withanincrease inseats, the infrastructure
should also increase.

Of course you need more colleges in
Delhi. DUis the highereducation hub... We
have two stretches of land — in Fatehpur
Beri and Najafgarh. We are looking at two
colleges in these places which can cater to
the rural areas. DU is not only catering to
Delhi’'s needs, 1l is catering to the entire
country, Kashmir to Kerala to Nagaland. stu-
dents want to come to DU from every-
where. So we have a national responsibil
ity and we are trying our best to fulfil that.

MALLICA JOSHI: Delhi University’s
Academic Council has cleared the
implementation of the New Education
Policy (NEP) from the next academic
year. S0, from 2022, DUwill shifttoa
FourYear Undergraduate Programme
(FYUP). Why was this necessary?

DU had come up with FYUP in 2013.
hereafter we hadchoice-based credit sys-
tem, which is a part of the NEP. So the NEP
is not something new that has been im-
posed over DU. I am not in favour of com-
paring FYUP and the NEP. They are two dif-

ferent things. The NEP has been thoroughly
debated by us. Itis a four-year programme,
but there is achance forstudents to exit any
time they want and then re-join.So, for the
first time there is a possibility of lateral exit
and lateral entry, and it's the first time that
sucha flexible system has been made avail-
able inany kind of highereducation system
nIndia. The NEPisaninnovative, new idea,
and withany new idea there are apprehen-
sions. But at DU we have discussed it thor-
oughly withall the stakeholders and we are
fully geared to adopt the NEP from nextyear.

UNNIRAJEN SHANKER: With cut-offs,
colleges are forced to take on more
students than their capacity.Insucha
situation, with the existing
infrastructure and teachers, how do
you ensure quality education?

Let me tell you the reality of what hap-
pens. While 100-150 students are admit-
ted, many of them leave for engineering,
other colleges etc. So it is always good to
have over-admission... we need to over-ad-
mit.Itisabetterstrategy; things balance out
eventually.

RITIKA CHOPRA: DU hasslipped by a
few spots in the QS World University
Rankings. Why do you think that has
happened? Als, the IITs oppose these
rankings. What is DU’s stand on them?
I feel ranking gives you a sense of direc-
tion, for defining goals. For example, we
have a mission called Mission 500. We are
at 510inthe QS ranking, and we have a mis-
sion of getting to under 500, Toachieve that
goal we need tocreate strong alumni asso
ciations... We are going to have adjunct fac-
ulty. We will have more foreign students.
These are areas where we can improve. So
rankings give us agoal. On the national level,
ourrankingis 11,and we would like tocome
under 10. At least 40 of our colleges have na-

tional rankings, which s a prestigious thing
for DU... So ultimately this improves aca-
demic standards. So | may not agree with
my friends at the ITTs.

Ourranking hasslightly dipped.and itis
a matter of concern for us. The major rea-
sonis that there is a decline in teacher-stu-
dent ratio because we did not hire teachers,
Then, we had no foreign faculty and stu-
dents. Sowe are trying to improve. We will
not be able to hire foreign faculty because
obviously there are limitations. But we can
have adjunct faculty or Indians who are
teaching in eminent institutions {abroad)
and when they come back, they can hold
some lectures. That is possible... In other
places you can hire foreign nationals as fac-
ulty, we can't do that. But we do attract as-
sistant professors who are working in for-
eign universities. But most of them are
Indians...I don’t think there are any foreign
nationals being hired as faculty. I think there
are limitations there.

ARANYA SHANKAR: Under your tenure,
admissions have gone completely
online and for the first time
examinations were also held online.Is
this a temporary arrangement or do
you see this continuing in the future?
Doyou think physical classes can be
replaced with online learning?

lam not in favour of replacing physical
classes with online classes. The physical
presence of ateacher, giving lectures phys-
ically,and getting students toask questions,
thatis the perfect way of teaching and learn-
ing. It should not be replaced by online
learning. But yes, online teaching can sup-
plement physical teaching. At DU, we had
Open Book Examination(OBE)last yearand
we faced lot of problems and we also faced
Iot of court cases... Now we have perfected
it and the credit goes to our examination
department that worked day and night.

Given a chance, I would
lilce to have two boards

independently recruiting |

teachers... Due to the big
backlog, we make do
with guest teachers.

PPermanent teachers have

better salaries, and their
dedication is more

a1
e |

After the pandemic. lam sure we will again
come back to (physical classes). But since
we have gained some knowledge (of online
learning) with OBE, for some exams we
mightopt foritaswell. But it will not replace
the physical examination system.

ABHINAV RAJPUT: Before the
pandemic we saw protests at Jamia
Millia Islamia over the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act and the National
Register of Citizens. At DU alsowe have
seen allegations of anti-Indiaslogans
being raised at Ramjas College. Should
students getinvolved inissues
concerning national politics?

Universities are places where students
come for their overall development.
Teaching is one part of it. People debate...
Many parliamentarians are from DU, Arun
Jaitley was a student leader when 1 was a
student. In our colleges we have debating,
dramasocieties and theyadd flavourto the
development of personality. So universities
are places where the student should learn,
not just what is written in books, but also
life in general. To the extent that they are
not destroying public property..

RITIKA CHOPRA: Phasing out the
university affiliation system is among
the recommendations of the NEP.
What do you make of it?

This affiliation bitis not in the immedi-
ate agenda... DelhiUniversityis a brand also,
peaple very proudly say they are from DU
So these suggestions are for the future..,

MM.IJC{‘\:]OSHI: Thereisalotof talk
aboqtgnnngaumnomymmllegessuch
asSri Ram College of Commerce, Lady
SriRam College, St Stephen's College.
But there hasbeenalot of resistance
ﬁ-orln teqchers. Whatisyour position?
am in constant touch with rinci-
palsand I don't think they havegx%rrjesrs'gd
suchadesire to me, 'l'heya:everyhappy o
be part of Delhi University and we are not
forcing them... | think it is a matter of pres-
tige forthemalso to be part of DU.. In factwe
give thema lot of autonomy as far as run-
ning of the college is concerned. 1 ke St
Stephen's College is minority college and
wedon'ttrytoencroach upon their minor-
ity status. Whatever privileges they enjoy
qsnmmuntyinslirution.wegivelhem...So
in the near future, |don't see q possibility of
it(phasing out affiliation).

SUKRITA BARUAH: Will the challenge of
providing hostel accommodation to
outstation students be amplified in the
future because of the pandemic?
Hostel accommodation has a lways

beenaproblem, let me admit that We have

been opening new hostels. We have a
1,000-bed hostel for students from the
Northeast now... But looking at the number
of students coming from outside Delhi, it's
alwaysachallenge. So now that we have de-
cided to open, we are keeping things vol-
untary. We are not making it mandatory
thatevery student has tocome. Of course all
students cannot be accommodated, be-
cause hostels have to again maintain the
SOP of one student per room (because of
Covid).So capacity is also going to be less.

ARANYA SHANKAR: So when canwe
expect the University to open?

Verysoon.. We are cautious abouta pos-
sible third wave. We will be starting with li-
braries, then laboratories. We will monitor
thesituationand thenopen other areas..So
this month, of course (DU will open), but it
will be inaslow and phased manner.

RITIKA CHOPRA: How has the
pandemic affected research work?

... There is one indicator of research
work, that is the H-Index. Our H-Index has
improved by 20 points. So there has been
no impact on research at DU, We granted
record number of PhDs in the pandemic.

ARANYA SHANKAR: Delhi University
recently faced criticism after the
Oversight Committee (OC) removed
Mahasweta Devi's short story and two
Dalitauthors from the English syllabus.
The Registrar said the texts were notin
syncwith our culture and that students
must notend up hating the military
reading these stories. Do you agree?

lam not adictator sitting at the top. 1 £0
by the advice of the courses committee
and the Oversight Committee. In their
wisdom they have come up with some
recommendations. The head of depart-
ment of English was part of it. There was
something being taught for the past 19
years and there were some people who
had objections, who felt that this is £0ing
to hurt the sentiments of a particular
group... But the way in which people a€
projecting things, like DU has becom®
anti-Dalit overnight, is not right. | don’t
think that is DU’s intention,

RAJ KAMALJHA: The pandemic’s toll "
students’ mental health has heen
severe. Given DU's large and divers®
student population, how has it
managed counselling services? -

We realised this during the |mﬂ_f[“".1'rl'
If you go to our website, you wil r.m‘.
numbers of psychiatrists, psycholugls[.s;
Lot of counselling was dane, It is 8 [1€€
service, Most of our colleges also have
counselling centres,
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