WOMAN - THE NAME OF SACRIFICE
- Woman, the name of Sacrifice
When she is born, she hasn't any clue
The men in the family think “oh! Why you?”
"Where is your heir? Where is the Boy?
The prince for whom we brought this toy'
The moment she cries, She doesn't realize
Unwanted she is, she may rot in Hell
Over the heir, all thoughts dwell
She grows up to see her brother go to school
She protests only to learn she's a fool
"Why waste money over her study?
After all we have to pay her dowry'
She gets married with a dream in her eyes
But seeing that stranger at night
Her fantasy dies
He smells of cigarettes, He smells of whiskey
She surly knows her future would be dusty
still a ray of hope MOTHER she becomes
But it's not a Boy that comes
She begs, she cries, she screams, she pleads
A second chance is all she needs.
Tears in her eyes for her girl child
To this hungry soul, the world is so wild
"Why? Why did | give her life?’
So that her future is full of sacrifice?
Herself at every step she has compromised
She has howled, she has cried
When half her miseries would suffice

To say woman is the name of mcnﬁce L

It lies in our hands
There are people who have a mouth
But no food to eat
There are people who are intelligent
~ But no education for them
There are people who are capable
~ But no opportunity for them
Why fhls.
Argﬁ'

Creation? Yes! That is the tragedy
They i aaf‘e HUMAN BEINGS 2
Thexoﬁ] ' beings who can curse and be x‘:ursed

The Qn[y beings who carri exploit : and be explolted
The xmly beings who can be happy and have then’

ha;@mms snatched
Yesfﬁ%%ﬁ irig is in the hands of’

JMAN BEINGS...

“ANEW BECINNING...

We often wish for another chance
To make a fresh beginning.

A chance to overcome our mistakes
And change future into winning.

There's no need for a new day
To make a brand new start

It only takes a deep desire
To try with all your heart
To live life a little better
And always be forgiving
And to add a new sparkle to the world
In which we are living.

So never give up in despair
Because there's always a hope,
And don't think you are through
For there's always a tomorrow
And a hope of starting a new.

SUSHMITA PRADHAN

Eng B.A (H) T'yr

Jscrlrmnatlon? Why are they exploited?
they Human Beings — God's most Beautiful

Sushmlta Pradhan
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6ft tall, 60 kg weight, slim body, curly halr“
B.Com (Pro) 3" year, Delhi University student, from
Kayastha community, Hindu religion having Indian
nationality says, Hi guys, this is my identity ,

| present my paper on the topic, 'ldentity based
struggles in India and its solution ' . But before
that, let me make you understand what “identity”
actually means.

Identity may be defined as the distinctive

characteristics belonging to any given individual or
shared by all member of a particular social category
or group. The term comes from the French word
'identie’, which finds its linguistic roots in the Latin
word 'identias', itself a derivation of the Latin
adjective 'idem' meaning 'the same'. The term is
essentially comparative in nature, as it emphasizes
the sharing of a degree of sameness or oneness with
othersin a particular area or a given point.
However, the formation of one's identity occurs
through one's identification with significant others
(primarily with parents and other individuals during
one's biographical experiences, and also with groups
as they are perceived.

Hence, identity may be more conveniently
described as a set of those nouns which get

associated with a person by virtue of their birth or

biology rather than their dehberate or conscious
choice.
India

is a secular country as per the
~ declaration in the Breambie to ‘the Indian
Constitution. It prohlblts di;(;ﬂmmatlon against
- members of a particular rehglon, race, caste, sex or
- place of blﬁhx The word secular was rhserted into the
breamble by i‘ﬁe 407 amendment (19?6) which

e

: oose The government must not favour or
ag inst any rellglo lt must treat all

“of many people“ India's age-old piﬁ sophy

- proved to be divisive and not religion. lt is

- In a multi religious society, if pohtlcs is not based

cilsdest Ilvmg‘qwllzﬁtlons of the mc;derrir
is a country Wh‘ere religion is very can

expounded in Hindu scriptures called
'sarva dharma samabhava', which means'
all belief systems'. This basic trait of 'Sanatan Dha
is what keeps India together despite the fagt
India has not been a mono-religious country fore
two millennium. A Hindu nationalist schoo!
thoughts also proclaims that with sanatan dhar
being the spirit of India, the very concept of wes=
secularism is redundant and badly imposed.
Some researchers believe that the histo
India secularism begin with the protest move
in the 5" century BC. The three main prot
movements were by the Charvakas (a secularist 2
materialistic philosophical movement), Budd
and Jainism. All three of them rejected the autho
of Vedas and any importance of belief in a deity.
In India, right from the British period.
main contradiction was not between religious
secular but it was between secular and communa
the Western world the main struggle was bet
Church and State and Church and civil society b
India neither Hinduism nor Islam had any church
structure between secular and religious po
structure. The main struggle was between secula
and communalism. The communal forces fi
amongst Hindus and Muslims mainly fought fc
share in power, though they used their respect
religions for their struggle for power.
In modern India, the real spirit of secular®
in India is all inclusiveness, religious pluralism &
peaceful co-existence. However, it is politics, w

religious leaders by and large who dlmd“e :
politicians who seek to mobilize votes on gr%un
primodial identities like religion, caste and ethnic

issues but on identities, it can prc%e«.mgply di
ians are temptea"“ ppeal to ?Fi%ag
rather ’fha‘% t6 solve _th '




onthe hand proved ‘tomore divisive asit s based on
cdfnbehhons Rise of low castes, religious identities,
linguistic groups and ethnic conflicts have
contributed to the lmportance of identity politics in
India. The discourse of identity, many scholars feel, is
distinctly a modern phenomenon. It describes the
situation when we encounter intensified efforts at
consolidating individuals and categorical identities
and reinforce self sameness. This is primarily a
modern phenomenon because some scholars feel
that emphasis on identity based on a central
organizing principle of ethnicity, religion, language,
gender, sexual preferences or caste positions, etc, are
a sort of “compelling remedy for anonymity” in an
otherwise impersonal modern world. It is thus said
to be a pattern of belonging, a search for comfort, an
approach to community. However the complex
social changes and the imbrications of various forces,
factors and events in this modern world, have
rendered such production and recognition of
identities problematic. This is to say that any search
for an “authentic self or identity is not an innocent
and unsubtle possibility; it involves negotiating
other, often overlapping and contested, heterodox
or multiple 'selves"."

This can be briefly elucidated by observing,
'the modern subject defined by its insertion into a
series of separate value spheres, each one of which
tends to exclude or attempts to assert its priority over
the rest’, thereby rendering identity problematic .
Nonetheless, the concerns with individual and
collective identity that simultaneously seek to
emphasize differences and attempt to establish
commonality with others similarly distinguished
have become a universal venture. '
eay age between Hmdus and Mushms

ere made to alisninate the cleavage but
gry politicians have always come in the
Hindu relrglon is the religion of the

: b new rehglons ahd cultures thhm it is well

anted to them. It is in this historical
‘that our constitution recogmzed

by%annlng the d‘ifference between the two rehig;ous

ki‘ir@w ‘Right to participate in governance was

sxc fundament’al feature of its

with’ the object of keeping a hold on one rehégon or

the othqr to capture power. In the procéss, these
bigots used Muslim mlnorlty against Hmdu“lj‘zajorlty

or vice versa. Religious groups further di\nd@d into
castes, which rhetoric for political power. From time 'l
to time for become a political expediencies orlocal
needs, religious fanatics in the name of religion or
caste, etc, have wrecked the society. The era of
religious fanaticism with religious conflicts is made
prevalent by interested political personalities for self
aggrandizement (glorification).

An easy example could be the demolition of
babri Masjid on December 6, 1992 by the Hindu
karsevaks. The city of Ayodhya is regarded by
Hindus to be the birth place of the god- king Ram
and is India's most sacred place. During Mughal
invasion, a mosque was built by Mughal General Mir
Banki, who reportedly destroyed pre-existing
temples of RAMA at the site and named it after
Emperor BABUR. For several years, the place was
used for religious purposes by both Hindus and
Muslims. After independence, several title suits were
filled by opposing religious groups claiming
possession of the site. One of the party used the
Ayodhya debate as a major campaign issue in 1989
elections. In 1990, the party started a tour of the
country to educate masses about the Ayodhya
struggle. The party and other supporting
organizations or a religious ceremony fio
symbolically start the building of a temple at the
sacred site., This was the building facing the disputes
structure where a dias had been erected for senior
leaders.

And after that, as the report says, no appeal
was made to the karsevaks not to enter or not to
demolish the structure. The report notes, "This = -
selected act of the leaders itself speaks of the hidden
intentions of one and all beings to acc‘@'mp“ﬁsh‘
demolition of the disputed structure.' Accordmg to |
the report, the events in Ayodhya wstzsg*gre nelthen.; g# ‘f&
spontapeous nor unplanned:* TJ;;;g claims a »s’angaf’“'*“wg;*

n




1 would we to Cort lueie the&epl wrth focus now

i
directed at its soi ion. So It's not sornethmg 3‘%& ; ;{‘4 oo
requiring protes;t‘*movements or debates over the e i
solution. In the past, proifest happened due to = ,\
people standing for the notion their identity is based - :

on . My view make me think over the topic many a
times and considering only an example of identity
struggle doesnt make the topic comfortable |
because no struggle has to be considered mono-
causal but a collective push of many dimensions
.emphasized by a dimension, the identity struggle is
based upon. Any solution to a struggle creates
another struggle against the former notion .People
need to be rational and humane, and must ensure a
better understanding of their identity conceiving, no
other to be superior or beneath any other
individual/group identity.
iy T
Abhishek srivastava
B.Com (Prog) 3rd Year

'EXAMS ARE LIKE CRICKET

~ Examination hall : cricket field
- Examinee : batsman :
~ Examiner : umpire
~ Mark sheet : score board
~ Difficult questions ¢ fast paced ball
. Easy question : boundary
Question out of paper wide ball
“Question paper Ei ball
Pep & 3 bat

Caught cheating : . cl&éﬂbsﬁﬂg&

Sitting idle : playing defensiv

: Prmcapal : leg umpire
D|st|nct|en in three Subjects  hattfick

~ Attempt no. question

- First position in class

" First position in school
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. THREE THINGS
Three things to respé‘ét:“Teachwé'ﬁ Religion and Law. "
Three things to cultivate: Cheerfulness, Sympathy and Coﬁﬁ%ﬁfment.
Three things to avoid: Drinking, Smoking and Gambling. 3
Three things to watch: Words, Behavior and Character.

Three things to love: Honesty, Purity and Truth.

Three things to govern: Tongue, Temper and Action.

Three things to prevent: ldleness, Falsehood and Slang.

Three things to stick to: Promise, Friendship and Love.

Three things to admire: Intellect, Beauty and Music.

¢

Rohit Budania
B. Sc. (H) Comp. Sci. Ist year

A CUIDE TO LIFE AND
A LIST TO LIVE RY

* The most powerful force in life-> Love.
* The greatest asset-> Faith.
* The most powerful channel of communication-> Prayer.
* The most important thing in life-> The power of God.
* The greatest joy-> Giving.
* The worst thing to be without-> Hope.
* The most destructive thing-> Worry.
* The most worthless emotion-> Self-pity.
* The greatest shot in the arm-> Encouragement.
* The most effective sleeping pill-> Peace of mind.
~* The most prized possession-> Integrity
* The most satisfying work-> Helping others.
* The greatest attitude-> Gratitude. '
: ‘world's most incredible computer-> The brain.
 greatest §§§s§3> The loss of self respect.
greatest natural resource-> Youth.
\e ugliest personality trait-> Selfishness.
@éﬁiggég‘hurd_lg to overcome-> Fear.

* The most beautiful attire -> A smile.
The most crippling disease-> Excuses.
he mst dangerous talk-> Gossp.
= e ~ Rohit Budania
£ : ' B. Sc. (H) Comp. $




EVERYEODY LOVES A coon DROUGII'I'xmu

oy By P Sama’rh

E\ferybody Loves a Good Drought is a collec’rton of news reports (by B!
Sainath) that were originally published in The Times of India'. Palagummi
Sainath was awarded the Times Fellowship and this book is the result of the
work conducted by him from 1st May 1993 to 30th April 1994. On the back-
side of the book there is an interesting line that goes like this:- The poor in
India are, too often, reduced to statistics.'

This is true of India. The latest census report tells us that there are 300
millions of poor people in India. Now this report has led to widespread
speculations and criticisms. There is a general belief that Indian Government
shies away from presenting the true extent of poverty. But let's not get into those speculation®
instead let's focus our attention on these 300 million. How do these people survive? How ¢«
they manage to live with less than Rs 28 a day? Are they literate? Are they politically conscious:
Are they being exploited? Who exploits them? Can they fight back?

Mow what Palagummi Sainath does is that he focuses his reports on these poor people
Through these reports he tries to answer some fundamental questions related to thes
existence. As we move from one story to another, we see an evolving structure. A structure tha
showcases that there is no link between Drought (that affects millions of marginal farmers anc
landless labours in India) and the drought relief packages sanctioned by Indian Government.
structure that shows how the Arivolilyakkam (Light of Knowledge) movement in Pudukko
has motivated women to stand up against the illegal production of arrack. Briefly it can 52
stated that by linking these wide-ranging stories, Palagummi evolves a wider structure of Indiz
Rural economy.

Thus he develops a system that focuses on micro-level stories to create a macro- Ievel structurs
of Indian Rural Economy.

This book has been dwaded into various sub-sections and each sub-section focuses C
one particular aspect of rural economy. So there are different sections on health, educatic
displacement, drought etc. Each sub-section begins with an introductory essay. These essa
present us with Palagummi own insightful views on the subject. The introductory essay to the
sub-section 'Everybody Loves a Good Drought' brilliantly showcases the politics of drought =
) m rural India. Palagummt studies various phenomena such as drought, pove
"ot as events but as prccesses that have become integral to the structure of Indiz

wever, the whoie book has a lot of repetitions. Whole of the sentences are ati‘i e
ed, Thereisa constant repetition of facts. | was frustrated when | read that 'Pudukkotiz
600mm to 800mm of rainfall per year' for the tenth time in the book. P. Sdinai}
istricts and all the reports are based on these eight dls’rrlctg. So
| h have been acceptable but this level of repeﬁftr%s.iould hate
& "*%*’ KM}"”‘«M{WW e
n’nmense!y to f‘r’i% understandmggof‘ al“lndi
j ur country..ltvis ’bmow%lv
‘one. Read wmﬁ&l@ mr




- How many times have we felt that
our parents don't understand us, that they
have no respect for us as an individual? And
we often blame it on "generation gap".
seems like people from different planets are
being forced to live under the same roof.
There is a long bridge between parents and
children which is necessary to be filled.

What does "generation gap" actually
mean? Generation gap is nothing but
psychological and emotional differences
between parents or the older ones, and kids,
or younger ones. Today it is very common
to hear our parents?, kids saying "You don't
understand me". But have we ever tried to
understand them. We should understand
that parents are under a lot of stress, toO.
When we are worrying about our upcoming
exams, they are worrying about the boss in
the office, about our school/college fees,
etc.

Parents are also human beings. They
also have their dreams,
sacrificed them so that we may able to
realize ours. So instead of calling them old
fashioned we must try to understand their
situation be.

. ~ The main problem is that there is too
] - much communication gap be’fween children
’ and parents. Parents are busy in their hectic
] xc;hedule and they of have no time to listen
. i > teenage is the most crucial
n being. At this stage, they
eone to listen to them, to support
ut because of their busy schedules
talking and spending time
the problem
_ olye_d - with

d under the peer
ath Wh"ic::h leads

great need to bridge this
een oider ones

but they have

G!N!RATION GAP

and yOunger ones. /
two to make a row": .So both parents anc
children must take a step forward to lessgég}(

this gap. Talking is the best way to sort aﬁ‘ﬂ

kinds of differences and problems. Parents
should also understand their children by
imagining themselves in the place of their
kids. In the same way, children should also
try to listen to what their parents say to
them. After all, they are pretty much
experienced than us. So, talking at dining
table, having coffee together, and outings
with family and listening to each others
view can help in a much better way.

Talking it out calmly and coolly, with
the idea of sorting thing out, changing for
each other and changing for the better can
be the most helpful instrument in bridging
the generation gap. When this
communication barrier is transcended and
the ice broken, the problem does not remain
that serious anymore.

Anil Dabas
B.Sc. (H) Comp. Sci. Ist Year

And as it is sald " ’ra{gés:_,}
a’gﬁ%ﬁ




n ihe beginning there was a river. The
river became aroad and the road branched out to
the whole world. And because the road was once
ariver it was always hungry.'

Thus starts Ben Okri's The Famished Road
The book is filled with lush imaginative
prose that can leave you amazed. The language is
richly symbolic. Every single paragraph is filled
with rich visual imagery. No word is out of place.
No sentence out of tune. It's like a song whose tune
lingers on. Like a poem that rescnates long after it
has been read. It's like a road filled with love,
compassion, politics, desire, spirit, rats, a camera
and, of course, hunger. A road that is endless. It's
pure poetry being passed out as prose. Yet this lush
prose doesn't hinder in the development of a
seemingly simple story about a spirit-child named

Azaro.

The novel has some colorful characters.
These characters are neither static nor round. They
evolve during the course of the novel. They
change as the story develops vyet they are
inherently the same. These are richly layered
characters and yet they seem simple enough. They
remind me of Dickens' characters. The whole
~novel is somewhat Dickensian in nature. Yet it tells
things with a level of objectivity.
The novel thematically deals with a lot of subjects
such as politics, the conflict between tradition and
mfodfﬂ"mty and the effect of Capitalism. There are
- ‘ :parhes in the novel e ‘The party of

ering. The novel captures the
tween tradmon and modernlty

poe people Forests
| new ds’ Electncnty

reméins unaltere
ight their hung

o™ umsn:p ROAD o D

(BOOI( n:mw)
The@greatest ach:eveﬁ‘ient of the no& 5l
perfectly blends the personal with théz olitical.
These larger issues never hinder the de{;ﬁopme it
of Azaro's personal story. 4
| read a few reviews of this book that s’rated that
the novel was ambiguous in nature. Some @gl;the
reviews stated that it was impossible to
understand what the writer was trying to say. Of
course, in this book there are passages and even
chapters that are ambiguous in nature. Yet what
baffles me is our desire to understand everything.
Art is not meant to be understood but to be
experienced.

One of my professors told me that a poem is like
an authentic legal document which is meant to be
rationalized, analyzed and scrutinized. He said
that it is nice if you hug a collection of poetry to
sleep but that's not its real purpose. In short, he
meant that poetry was meant to be understood
rather than to be loved. I, on the other hand.
believe that we read because we love to read. That
is its sole purpose. The day we stop loving what
we read is the day we stop reading.

Art is inherently mystical in nature. Now if a critic
comes up with a 500 pages book explaining every
ambiguous passage in The Famished Road, then
that critic deserves to be criticized because he is
insulting both the writer as well as the reader of
the book. There are very few things in our life that
are mystical in nature. Few things that go beyond
our rational thought. Those things are to be
cherished for their ambiguity. They are meant to
be experienced instead of being understood. To
decipher art is to destroy art. Art is meant ;o be
felt, experienced and loved. =
'A dream can be the highest point of a life."




WO 1¢ A TEENACER?

A person whao never forgets to go to the shopping mall,
And never misses a phone call,
A person who loves to carry a mobile,
To show wealth and great style,
A person who loves to bully others,
But cannot tolerate being teased by friends and by others,
A person who wants to wander with buddies,
And never concentrate on his studies,
A person who is always ready to gossip with his mates,
And never wants to accept his fate,
A person whose eyes are filled with zeal,
And is sure the secret will never be revealed,
A person who can hear a song by Madonna,
But not take the call of his Mumma,
A person who received his allowance on Monday,
Spends it on Tuesday and borrows by Thursday,
A teenager is an absolute thinker,
And from studies the perfect slinker.

Sneha Baluni

BIMC 3" ve‘arj

THE PLIGHT OF PONIES
ON WAY TO GOD

Recently | visited Vaishno Devi in Jammu. It
is said to be one of the most revered holy places in
India. | was expecting to see the beauty of the
mountains and people there. Fortunately, | could
see and appreciate both. But unfortunately this
beauty was overshadowed by the painful and
inhuman treatment being meted to the ponies that
‘are used for business. Vaishno Devi happens to be a

difficult journey for which these ponies are used.
India. being a poor country relies very much on
such businesses but that can't be taken as an excuse

- for the glaring 'animal abuse’. On my journey of
~ 20kms both ways, | must have seen a number of
* _scars and blood wounds on the frail bodies of the
ponies. The owners were pulling their tails so that

' they would feel intense pain if they try to rest for a
: ; ' One horse that was walkmg contmuously

\.

being beaten with a stick very badly C?ther
horse owners were letting their frUStrahdh out
on them. A wounded horse had to carry 3
children on its back while getting smacked
continuously. The sad thing is that this cruelty
happens on the way to God. There is no logicin
this. | saw ponies that were being used to catry
cylinders on their backs and doing their jobs
correctly. A policeman could not resist his
temptation to hit the leg of a pony just for funs
sakel The poor creature just kept walking with
others as it didn't have any other choice, on its
front was a cruel policeman and on its side was
its owner with a stick!

| know most of them will just take it as
another problem in the world and would
accept it just the way it is. This mentality
towards animals is just because they can't speak
and take actions the way we humans can. Had it
been so, they would have gone on a strike ages
ago!l | am shocked that in Vaishno Devi, where
millions of pilgrims go, no one has never tried
to question the torture that is done to the
ponies there. | am not suggesting that parties
should not be used as carriers because that is not
possible and is very impractical but at least
some animal organization should keep a check
on the treatment of animals there. The police
should take action against this, because
according to law, it is not legal to torture ponies
like this. They actually need doctors for their
wounds. Sadly, the people who go there mostly
use themn as a vehicle and nothing else. It's
strange that no government authority ever
came to their rescue.

THIS ISN'T JUST ANOTHER FlLLlNTHE

SPACE ARTICLE AS ANIMALS ARE BEING
BEATEN BRUTALLY WHILE THIS IS BElNG
READI!!!




ONE WAY
What a woe man's life is.
~ Being born to suffer
Overwhelmed with distress and
desolations,
Anxious to grasp every privilege it gets
Seems it didn't break through,
As he was young and innocent.

Enlightened with the passage of time
He discerns the woeful life.
He's stagnant in it,
Leaving only “One Way”,
Which is elusive,
For the conceited pathetic man.

To the iselated and conservative people.
Accompanied with his humility,
And his influences,

He's crowned the "One Way”,
Which is elusive,

For the conceited pathetic man.

Heulenthang Vaiphei BA(H) History 2™ yr.

Pollt?e:a&{ Rafﬁuﬂ;&s- A party coul‘d e
exclusive deal with “‘Qangrams or 'Hald:r
one side of each rangﬁa they could write:
sweet job we are doing for the country. » Al
on the other side:“Vote for BJP”

POLITICAL COLA BOTTLES — This would be a %gan
written at the bottom of a cola bottle as you finish the
last sip with your straw: “They have sucked  the

country dry. Vote for Congress'.

POLITICAL BUSES — All redlines and bluelines will
carry the slogan "Bus karo... Congress ko wapaslo".

POLITICAL EGG — This is a special printing process
which will put a slogan on 1871776 eggs consumed in
Delhi every morning. It will read: "Oh’ly we can crack
the Kashmir problem.Vote for NCR™

Abhinav Goel BJMC lind Year
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Ist Row - Shivam, Anuj, Standford, Rahul. T, Saurabh, Rahul.S,
lind Row - Emmanul, Jonathan, Rohit, Joseph, Anjaney, Deepak, Ravi, Naveen, Karthik, Nittin, Rishab, Augustine, Ebin

RLA VOLLEY BALL TEAM

ESTIVAL 2013

gh Rishipal Dass, 5. Raghavah

THIRD PRIZE AT IMCF
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Jagvindér Singh, Pooja Rathour, Amif_Kumar, Kuldeep Singh, Ashutosh Mathu
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Though the journey has brought in some ups and downs, we nonetheless enjoyed the roller coaster ride.
Samdrishti has provided the budding writers and artists with a platform, and it was more than a pleasing
sight to have numerous entries flood our tables. We hope the enthusiasm of our vibrant youngsters never
ceases. We hope to see the artists in you alive.

02§ Sumdnsty
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- DELHI OFFICE | MUMBAI OFFICE
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Modi Towers (Hemkunt Tower) | Western Express Highway, Borivali East,
98 Nehru Place, New Delhi-110019 | Mumbai 400 066.
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Ram Lal Anand College

(University of Delhi)
Benito Juarez Marg, New Delhi - 110021




