Eco Club

The eco club organized a na’fure ‘camp w;th the help of
Department of wildlife of Govt. of Haryana in the Iast week of
January ,2012. Sixty five students accompanied by Eco club
members Dr.Sudha Chaudhary, Dr.Rajeev Kumar, Dr.Prabhas
Pandey and other teaching faculty membefs , Dr. Shakti, Dr.
Dmkar and Dr. Manvesh attended the camp organized at
Sultanpur National Park, 40 KM. from the college. The park is

home to 150 secies of birds and boasts of about 100 winter

migrants including some rare species.
a a aAt the Education and lnterpretatlan centre,the forest

officials apprised the students of the rich bird fauna of the park
and various other activities carried out by the forest staff. At the
end the students walked a nature trail of 3 kms.around the
lake.A Large number of water birds such as Greber, coots, Black
winged stilt,Painted storks, Shovellers, Pond herons, cranes and
forest birds like golden oriole, Indian Pitta, drongo, Pariah Kite
etc.were sighted with the help of'the high resolution binaoculars
and telescope monoculars prdvided by the Forest Department.
By organlzmg this camp the students were made aware of the
need to conserve nature for the protection of bird's life.

Dr. Sudha Chaudhary
Convenor Eco-Club
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HASRATEIN

THE THEATRE SOCIETY
OF RAM LAL ANAND COLLEGE

PRESENTS

LAKEER

(S elliely A SELF SCRIPTED MUSICAL
Hasratein or 'desires' as we would simply put it in English, a pretty :
basic word but the complexity in its meaning can be understood by
the pure range of emotionsthat such a simple- word can invoke each
and everyone of us, -
From the utter despair of an unfulfilled desire to the extreme ecstasy -
of the ones fulfilled, these desires are what edge us every single day
towards living our lives to the fullest, and | guessmy seniors at Ram
Lal Anand's Dramatics Society were probably thinking along the
same lines while christening their baby Hasratein back in 2009,

The Society, one of the newest entrants in the University Theatre
circuit,was formed by Pranav Brara, its first President with the help
of fellow theatre enthusiasts of the college. Their aim was to
provide a platform for the budding actors of RLA to showcase their
talents on a bigger stage and to help enthusiasts to explore the
enlightening world of theatre in either of its form, i.e. stage or street
plays, and the society's current standing is a testament to the
successof their vision. :

The society in its early phase went through a spell of obscurity and
was formally recognised in 2010 since then it has not only carved
~out niche for itself but the society and its members have managed
toset it's Alma Mater's name deep in people's mind, taking RLA
from just the college near 'Venky' to the college that won the Street
Play competition at lIT-Kharadagpur! :

Stage Play {2011-12)
Zindagi Countdown
by




Hasratien stage play team
Vaibhav. Dinesh Khanna (Associate Director NSD) Rajesh Bahl, Souti Chakroborty & Gyandeep

Hasratein, to brag about also has wins at ITS Ghaziabad, Ramanujan
(DU), Ram Lal Anand(E), and several otherawards to its name.
Hasratein collaborated with the prestigious National School Of
Drama in 2011 to churn out its first stage play production, Zindagi
Coundown 3-2-1, directed by NSD's Asst. Prof Dinesh Khanna. It also
has several other remarkable productlons to its name as of now.

Snapping out of the past, the current artists, such as Mohit Tiwari, e
Puneet Saraswat, Akshay Nandkumar, Divesh Kaushik, Ritesh Deerg Aayu Bhava
Agarwal and Deepanshu Mahajan to name a few, under the able Street Play (2012-13)
guadance of their highly dedicated President, Parikshit Sanyal have - - ;

gone about their work in the right direction, garnenng praise from

audience and critics alike. ‘

Hasratein's 2013 Stage Play p_roducﬂon. 'Lakeer' a self-scripted
musical, focusing on the aftermath of the 1947 partition, with its dark
music.compositions and heart touching plot has gained them a lot of
_praise, while their Nukkad Natak offering, 'Deerg Aayu Bhava', a plea
for the case of individuals seeking Euthanasia, has been such a huge
success that it not only has gamed them crazy

ovations from audiences but genuine applause

from even their competitors and ;udges alike,

which is no mean feat and in my opinion for a

performing artist, probably the most important

- sign of respect and adulation for his work.

Though having achieved so much in such a short

span of time, the society and its members still have

along way to go. If the society's short history, and

more importantly the current crop of talented

actors-are anything to count for, the future doesn't

look all that cloudy for them.
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ANTARDHWANI - 2013 g
"Antardhwani 2013" - the annual
cultural fest of University of Delhi was
organised from 22nd Feb to 24th Feb, 2013. It began with the inauguration of the Flower Show by Sh
Kapil Sibbal, Minister of Communications and Information Technology, and continued into NCC
parade, exhibitions, food, international and national cultural events etc. This multi-dimensional
festival showcased talent, achievements, and innovations at DU. Information sharing, group activity,
healthy competitiveness, sportsmanship and a cultural array were provided a due platform. Given
DU's leadership position in India and its global reputation, the schedule included activities which
captured the many facets and social diversity of this university.

The range of events encompassed music, poetry, debate, creative writing, Dance, Street play.
and much more. There were even competitions between departments of colleges, which could
showcase their achievements and innovation during the last academic year and could win hefty
fundings. Overall, the fest which was initiated last year only - in 2012, was immensely successful given
the huge participation by the student community and the academic intelligentsia. It has set up a
healthy process of competition in University and has provided platform to the individual talents and
along side has tried motivating colleges in general and departments in particular to innovate and
excel. Students of our college also participated in different events and the College was also
represented at Innovation front by the two research projects under Innovation Project scheme of the
University.
contributed by -Neel Parmar

B.A (HONS) History lll Year
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AN EXPERIENCE THAT I WOULD
CHERISH FOR LIFETIME

Recently, The Commonwealth Secretariat in
collaboration with Ministry of Youth Affairs and
Sports, Govt. of India and Equitas organised
Commonwealth Regional Human Rights Training

from 18-22 March,2013 in Fraiser suits, New ¢
in which 32 vyouth from different ’
Commonwealth nations participated. | was also .

Delhi

one of the lucky participants from the National
Service Scheme, Ramlal Anand
College(M),University of Delhi.

| joined Ramlal Anand College in 2010 and since

the last two years | have been associated with the

functioning of NSS which comes under the

Ministry of Youth Affairs and Sports, Govt of
India. We have organised many seminars on
gender sensitization, blood donation camp,

clothes donation drive, cleanliness drive and
many mote under our NSS supervisor Dr.Shruti
Anand. | gained a lot of experience from being a
part of NSS. Suddenly, on 7" March, | got a call
from Dr. Shruti Anand, who informed me about
the conference and motivated me to give an
interview to try myself out. | was one of the 5 NISS
volunteers who got selected from the University
of Delhi.

On the very first day of the conference, 18°
March, | felt that Human Rights as a concept
would be very challenging but after attending the
conference | no more think of it is a complicated
concept. The facilitators were Diana Cooper.
Human Rights Advisor, Commonwealth

Bangladesh who are running their own NGOs =
have brought a lot of change in the lives of pem
who were in agony. All of them were W
cooperative and enthusiastic and | never felt as if &
were strangers.

We were told to be vocal and help people who we
in need and were supressed because we all are be
free and equal , we have Freedom of expresss
Freedom from slavery, Discrimination, Torture,
unfair Detainment, Right to Privacy, Copyrighteic
At the end, | would like to thank Principal sir, She
Anand ma'am and all the faculty members of Polii:
Science for motivating me Indeed it is an experies
that | will cherish for a life time.

NETRA JYC
NSS volunteer (RLA COLLEC

Secretariat, Jean-Sebastian Vallee, Egitas and .

Daniel Roy, all of them introduced various

Dinamica activities such as role play, debates,
mimicry, etc. that made the concepts easy to
grasp instead of stressing only on the theoretical
knowledge.We were divided into two groups
and had to share experiences of our lives on the
complicated issues like Rights of the Child,
Gender Equality, LGBTl, Democracy. Good

Governance, Education, etc. | gained a lot of

experiences after working with youths from
different countries like Sri Lanka, Singapore,
Thailand, Brunei, Pakistan, Malaysia, and
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FIELD TRIP

- ACCRETING COGNIZANCE

It is quite possible to acquire a considerable knowledge of experiment. These are famous words by
Geology by the mere intelligent perusal of text-books. Without Arthur Holmes, an ace geologist.
having engaged in practical work, one may even learn to read a Geology is a science devoted to the study
geological map, and come to understand in a general way the of earth's landform and its physical,
structure of the region it portrays. Knowledge obtained in this chemical and biological cycle. It would
fashion, however, is necessarily superficial, and can never supply have been tedious if confined to the
the place of personal observation or study in the field. - James classroom only. Thus geological field trips
Ceikie (1912) are significant.

Unlike the classroom lectures geological

A field trip or excursion is a journey by a group of people field trips relate the concept we have
toa place away from their normal environment. Afield tripisa learnt in the classroom with one we
structured activity that occurs outside the classroom. It can be a observe in the field. It helps one in
brief observational activity or a longer more sustained visualizing and reinforcing the classroom
investigation or project. Field trips offer an opportunity for concept. Although field work may have
students to get exposure to "real" people and events and the other deeper objectives and applications
opportunity to make connections with others. Students on field ata higher level.
trips visit people and places that they are not normally exposed to -l
during the college day. B.SC. (H) GEOLOGY Il YEAR

Working in the field contributes a crucial element to our
knowledge and understanding of Earth processes, whether it is the
1 of volcamc eruptions, understanding periods of past
orded in sedimentary deposits, deciphering an
g, or working out where to find
ry. field da‘ra and geological

szamples of the hxghest quality
-ophlstlcated isotope measurements or the reconstruction of past
life assemblages and habitats is at best without context, and at
worst, completely meaningless.

Geological fieldwork can be both fun and challenging. It !
orovides the chance to work outdoors under a range of conditions A
znd to explore our natural world. It also provides an often i

unparalleled opportunity to travel and visit localities as more than
= tourist. Indeed it often takes you to unspoilt parts of the world
that tourists rarely penetrate. Almost all fieldwork enables us to
work as part of a team, often with international partners, and this
czn be one of the most rewarding experiences of being a geologist
because we can learn from each other. Many long - term
friendships have been forged through geological fieldwork.

Sield worker is a detective who attempts to formulate fascinating
conundrum of endless variety faced by us in the world we live in.
=2/she as accurately as possible solves these problems in light of all
she relevant facts that cause collection by observation and

e
A 055007

i ~field
e s wer\kl“g W
Stude
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Sangoshthi - The Seminar Committee

Sangoshthi - the seminar committe of Ram Lal Anand College was founded to organize seminars eventse
the college to make students a better learner, apart from the theoretical subjective knowledge they pe
This yeari n the beginning of the session, Sangoshthi in collaboration with Bharat Sandhan organizede
day seminar for teachers, on 13-14th oct, 2012 on 'Sahitya Shikshan ke Uddeshya aur iski vidhi in whica®
than 50 teachers from different colleges of DU and other Universities participated in teaching Hindi lite=
at Higher Education level. the Seminar was presided by Prof Anil Vidyalankan. On 8th February 201
Inter college paper presentation Competition on the topic 'ldentity Based struggle in India and its sols
took place in which studetns from different courses and years participated. Abhishek Srivastava from B~
(P) lllrd year was declared the winner, Richa Sharma from B.A. (H) English Ist year was declared the
runners-up , followed by Abhilasha Kashyap, B.A. (H) History Ist year, and Abhinav Goel, BJMC lIné

both sharing the title of second runners-up. The results were declared by a team of judges, namely, DrR=
(Dept. Of History), Dr.Manvesh nath Das (Dept.Of Hindi) and Dr.Alankar (Dept. of Political Science

winners were selected to represent the college in the inter-college paper presentation competitions he!
20" February, 2013 in the college itself. Nancy Catherine of Lady Shri Ram College was declared the w
Richa Sharma and Abhishek Srivastava from Ram Lal Anand College (Morning) took the 2™ and 3°

respectively. The results were declared by a of team judges, namely, Dr. Alankar (Dept. Of Political Sce*

Mr. Dhinkar (Dept.Of Hindi) and Dr. Deepti (Dept.Of English). Dr. Deepti (Dept. of English) the sange®
was convened by Dr. Shruti Anand this year.

“Abhishek Srive
President (Sangos™
B.Com (P) =
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JAIPUR LITERATURE FEST - mn 2012 w prvor

‘:7[,9 CJlObﬂl Shakespeare - wofklng with Tnd;an actors in re!ahoﬂ to S
! P
. Supple said that when he first came to- 1

hoped to work in Indian cities to proguc
performances, but had ended up workﬁt
areas with folk artists. He described a perfor
Pondicherry, where the audience consist=
workers who were helping with the pr=
intellectuals from different parts of the wo
middle class Indian audience, observing that
had affected everyone, because there is "
transparent in Shakespeare that connec
everyone.” Anjum Hassan said her first nove!
inspired by her love of Shakespeare, fezt
English teacher born within Indian tradition.
to teach Shakespeare to his students, explc®
importance of Shakespeare in an Indian
Hassanread a passage from her second nove.
focuses on a girl fascinated by her father's ac
for Hamlet. ChandrahasChoudhary concluc
most people in India are not able to watch Sha

Christopher Ricks. Tim Supple, ElifBatuman,
ChandrzhasChoudhury and Anjum Hassan moderated
by Supriya Nair

Supriya Nair introduced the brilliant and varied panel,
which included a famous theatre director, a professor, a
journalist, a critic and a novelist. The discussion
explored the idea of Shakespeare's global appeal.
Christopher Ricks said that “Global is a small word,
Shakespeare is universal,”and further added that
Shakespeare was not only the greatest poet but also the
greatest prose writer. He explained that some of his
greatest speeches were in prose, whether that be
Shylock in The Merchant of Venice or Hamlet.
ElifBatuman discussed her article, published in The New
York Times, which focussed on a woman in a remote
village of Turkey who saw theatre for the first time and
decided then to devote her life to this art. going on to
stage in a version of Hamlet in which all the roles were
played by woman, and bringing S.hakespeare alive in in performance, thus reducing Shakespeare to =
such a remote area of the world. Tim Supple, who has experience.

performedA Midsummer Night's Dream in various Archit
Indian languages, spoke about his experience of B.A. (H) Eng.

T he Public FIhilosopher Micheal sandel -
The session, which was aired live on BBC radio, began with famous Harvard professor Michael Sandel ¢
the idea of “rape as a special kind of crime,” in the context of the recent Delhi gang-rape. Michael Sancs
questions to the audience and used their answers to evolve a collective opinion, beginning with the questi™
selection and whether it was right to be ableto choose the sex of your child. One audience member arguet
person should have the right to choose the sex of his/her own child,” countered by another who clai
would turn the natural process of having a child into a process of buying a commodity in which you can
what you want and what you don't want,” adding that sex-selection would skew the already bad sex
India. The dlS(:uSitO['i sh;ﬁed to the ldea of rape asa speual kind Df crime. One female audlence member obs

often man esfs itself through sexual violence. One audlencg member rec ﬂ@dhow
! _ as perpetuatedf %hreugh sexual assault“?ﬁwards women. Anofﬁef‘ woman
gsoae“ty' is mherently unequ&l 50 there isa need to pi tect*ﬁhe nght of won‘?%n bx givin




Dr. B. N. Goswamy quoted the famous poet Mir
afagkiis karagah-e-shishagari ka” introducing
a great painter from a small part of India.
Goswamy truly said “one can't have a better name

“Nainsukh of Guler.” In the

magical paintings to a sw
greatest form of devotion
sarcasm, joy, SOrrow,

JaideepSahni, Neelesh Misra & Gaurav Solanki in
onversation with Nasreen Munni Kabir

TATA STEEL Front Lawns witnessed a huge crowd of
movie fans to listen to the young script-writers talk
=bout their journey to this new form of narrative as
Lwriters. JaideepSahnisuggested the hardships one
might face in the whole process of getting into the
business. like lack of true passion and, of course,
cash. GauravSolanki added toit by saying. “what is
important is to keep writing”.” NeeleshMisratalked
of how “there is far more access t0 new talent
now.” L:;F\!asre‘@érfﬁiuhni_liabir then quizzed the
speakers on the much famous notion of
‘entertainment' value of a movie. On this

said, “Most viewers are, sadly, ready only
’e:,{jcain.méytﬁ%i;fmasﬂy there
ni aborated this - point by
explaining how t e current «geﬂe'réti\ét;!s;_yﬁilcfliences

f@*}{

used in the film industry goes, shared

. (Noinsukb
Dr.B. N'.'Goswérﬁ?; introduced by pramod KumarK.G. o e

Taqi
the rather unknown painter Nainsukh. Nainsukhwas

'Nainsukh'means 'the delight of the eye’, and Dr. :
for a painter.” The great painter whose work is. 5
hardly preserved in the Indian archive of paintings has found :
beautiful words of the author, “Nainsukh did not draw on paper. he
breathed upon it.” The eminent speaker gave a wonderful video presentation of Nainsukh's
ooning audience. What really struck the audience was the painter's
for his patron, Raja Balwant Singh. The paintings inculcated humour,
but the element of 'humanity' is what really makes Nainsukh's work stand out
som his contemporaries. The session ended with a roaring applause and a standing ovation.

ﬂictuve athi Jganki 6ni: From PIage to Scveen . ;

to get the exact 'interval scene' and to try

‘the interval fun state of mind”. Neelesh also

nemas to 'celebrate their weeken'. As the

Mir “le sans bhinazukkeahistahaibah%iikam (a

a safeguard in Dr. Goswamy's book ;

Harman Preet Kaur
B.A. (H) Eng, 3“ year

Sahni, “Marketing speaks on Fridays (the
movie release day), Monday onwards, it is
the movie that does the talking.” He also
confessed how the film story suffers in order

“fade the audience back into the story after

mentioned, “l am craving to write heavy
films”. on the lack of issue-oriented movies |
doing good at the market. On the 'necessity’
of songs in films Solanki explained how an
average movie-goer wants “maximum
masala in his Rs 200 ticket...and songs
enhance emotions and add thrill.” However, s
he also did say, “There are more realistic
movies being made today.” -

i
&




off the

Mary Harper Reza Aslam, Laleh Khadivi, Selma
Dabaggh and Sharmeen Obald Chmoy
. moderated by Barkha Dutt

The discussion focused on the concept of a failed
state and how it can be defined. The U.S. defines
a failed state as 'state that is incapable of
protecting its borders.' Laleh Khadivi said that the
borders of a state can't define its success or
failure. Mary Harper commented that even if the
government fails; the culture, society and
economy still survive, and presented her views
against Western intervention in Somalia. She
observed that U.S. aid had never worked for
Somalia since its first intervention in 1992,
adding that she didn't consider Somalia a failed
state. Selma Dabaggh talked about Palestine and
the need for more western aid where it is
required. Reza Aslam claimed that the U.5.A.'s
humanitarian aid is actually a structured foreign
policy in disguise that benefits U.S. The panelists
discussed the U.S relationship with Pakistan, with

Sharmila Tagore received the news o being
began and the packed venue we e
known. The actress humbly ackr

K RawAp

Ray) sh

the changmghmea i

fYI_’)np 7be ques%n of wﬁm!gd 5

Av Evening with Sharmila Tagove :

awarded the Padma Bhushan shortly before the ses
d a d cheered the iconic 'Kashmir ki Kali', as she is fo
edged the applause and talked of her entry into films as
year old girl she was when she first stepped into the profession, with Bengali films such as Sa
nsar and Devi and how she has evolved as an actor since then. Talking about

aid, “He found me more than | found him". She said the films Mausam
t she treasures most because of the challenging roles she portrayed i intl
r characters did not succumb to victimhood, unlike the ' contemporary act!
is was followed by a discussion on female empowerment and the preva
Indian society. Tagore observed that unfortunately “women are considered
cause for everything” and this attitude needs to be changed, and dlscussed

s

Obaid- Cgmoy o‘oiervmg@bat Us aﬁ‘d Pa
were in very dysﬁunct:onal relatic
Aslamelaborated, saying that U.S. milit
killed almost 5000 Pakistani civilians in the
six years. He compared this slaughter
video game where no one gets questiones
punished for his actions, and pointed out
although the U.S.A is supposedly at war
Pakistan, they have provided them wit
billion USD aid since 2001. Obaid-Chi
countered that “The aid is going to the Paki
military and is in no way helping the peop
Pakistan.” The panelists all agreed that t
was a great need to protect Pakistan from f
as a state, otherwise not only Pakistan but
whole world would be affected.

M.S. Suman & Archit Né
B.A. (H




E Jnfmﬂe ﬂOSS?InhtIeS

Meru Gokhale, Rasana Atreya, Rick Simonson,
Alexandra Pringle and Artemis Klrk moderated
by AnitaRoy : ;

The session revolved around the infinite
possibilities that existed in the editing and

publishing industries as well as in the
consequences of digitalization of books,
libraries and book stores all over the

globe.MeruGokhale commented upon the role
of an editor in the book preducing process,
saying that being an editor was similar to being a
midwife. Alexandra Pringle commented that the
job of a publisher is to remain invisible and make
the book visible to the readers. She said that the
process of bookmaking was very vibrant in
India. Artemis Kirk emphasized the infinite
possibilities in the digitalization of libraries, and
whilst Pringle discussed the advantages of the
technology, Kirk observed that not everyone
could afford technology in the world, adding
that the relation,which exists between a reader

and a +book that he carries
everywhere, is very special.
She commented how the annotations and little
passages that the reader makes in his book
make it invaluable. Anita Roy spoke amusingly
about a perfume with the scent of old books
that could be put on the gadgets to get a feel of .
having real book in one's hands. Rick Simonson
talked about the evolution that book stores -
have gone through in the last forty years, and
RasanaAtreya talked about the experience and
the infinite possibilities of the self-publishing
process. It was an entertaining session that
discussed the importance of both the dtgltallzed
version of books as well as the printed one.
M.S. Suman
B.A. (H) Eng 3" year
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YNaps for  Lost (g riters : W urtuving Cveutivity

Anosh Irani, Prajwal Parajuly, Aita‘lgﬁéﬁﬂa?&and Hindol Sengupta, moderated by Meru Gokhale

The session was a treat for all the buddmg writers. Every po;snbte thing linked to the process of
becoming a writer was discussed in a very entertaining manner. Aita Ighodara said that reading a

lot made her decide to write something. Hindol Sengupta, the only non-fiction writer present in
=d two greatest events, 1947- the partition, and 1984- the emergency as the
ation to him. His works focus majorly on the change that was introduced to the

middleclass as the consequences of these two events on the period of.

ation. Anosh lrani said, “It's a purely subconscious process to me. Amusingly, Pra;wal
“| started writing simply because | had nothmg to do.” He jovially described “loud
f an aunt, idiosyncrasies of a cousin” as his source of inspiration. All of- them
’n}l, wamng te} bH J‘bc»rn to wnte a lot and follow thelr heart ==P a uly sa:éi'
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Raaviflaar : .?féﬁd;ﬂgékfgqm; Punjab -
. ; ¥ S -

% ’ %z;v ;;;
_ . subah subah ek khwab ki yastgk par darwaaja khola
e dekha sarhad ke uss paar se kuchh mehmaan aaye hain

85

Memories of the PARTITION largely invoke anxiety and anger. But there is more to it than %ﬁ\ee
eye.lt takes the vision of a man like Gulzar to conceive such sensitive realms of a memory sh irec
the inhabitants on either side of the border- the shared joys and sorrows and the longing
unite.The session throws light on Punjab- the east and the west of it.

It begins with a token release of Navdeep Suri's “A Life Incomplete” (translation of the far
Punjabi novel 'adhkhideya ful' by Nanak Singh), followed by poetry, music and discussion.

The land of five (“punj”) rivers (“aabs”) is celebrated for its diverse culture, vibrant music anc
spirited people. So when Mohammed Hanif, a Pakistani writer and journalist, humors in the typ
fashion of a 'Punjabi', Nirupama Dutt chuckles along with an amused audience. Gulzar, hi

i cannot thelp but praise the sweetness one can almost taste even in the not-so-cultural (r=
‘ offensive) words in the Punjabi language. Witnessing this side of Gulzar leaves his admirers eve
more in love with him.

While Mohammed enchanted the audience with ballads across the border, Madan Gopal $i
shared his memory of early inspirations for music: listening to the serene Gurbani playing in Golc
temple, Amritsar and never missing his favourite radio show “farmaishi geet” from Lahore. Rig
introduced as the man without any borders by Nirupama Dutt, Madan Gopal Singh certai
transported everyone to a magical place of euphoria, via his melodious voice. ;

But the peak of the session was undoubtedly Gulzar's poetry recital, leaving the audience want
for more. And in that one moment everything was simply beautiful, sans borders.
As Nirupama Dutt beautifully pu _“Itis the writers, artists and words that have kept either sides

Raaviunited”. :

Harman Preet
B.A. (H) Eng, 3%
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It is necessary for a state to provide basic food
sustenance to all its subjects. The preceding
statement is amblguous in nature. Here, | would
define the terms 'subjects', 'state' and most
importantly 'basic food sustenance'. By 'subjects’ |
mean the citizen of a particular country. By 'state'l
mean the nation state governed by some political
leadership and its boundaries guarded by the
same military force. By Basic food sustenance, |
mean the quantity of food material required by
an adult individual to lead a healthy life. Now a
person might ask why the state should provide
the basic sustenance facilities to its subjects. In
other words, why can't the citizen work for his
own basic sustenance?

In the context of India, we have to
appreciate that the opportunities provided to all
citizens in this country are not similar. India is a
deeply divided society. It has been divided on
various factors such as caste, color, language,
religion and so on. The Indian government has
failed completely to provide basic opportunities
for all. The free health care and education system
is in a dilapidated condition. The Tenduklar
report stated that more than half the population
in our country lies below the poverty line.
Though it was based on substantial evidence, the
government later revoked this report. The
government has been trying to deviate from
truth, in order to hlgh ight India as a prosperous
society.

The New Economic policy of 1991 has
brought in an era where the gap between the rich
and the poor "has been steeply rising. There has
been a sudden ‘decrease in the growth of
agricultural sector and a rising incidence of farmer
The problem of hunger and starvation
s to be a part of modern lhdla It seems

fhéf Indian govemment, while aiming for higher

overall growth, has forgotten the welfare of the
pezgslﬁr ‘Utsa Patnaik argues in her essay on Food
ty and Agrarian Distress that it is
ﬁ?{aat Indian agriculture is producing ample

1Lt ;:; zens, However this food

%.M
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supply never reaches the people who ng
Globalization has brought a situation where
there is ample food production but the ”pgaor
can't afford that food. The main problem’*hes
with the Indian Public Distribution system,
which has divided the population on haphazard
basis such as 'above poverty line' and 'below
poverty line'.

Firstly, it is very difficult to procure a BPL
card in the Indian society. BPL card is valid for a
particular region. However, most of the poor
people in rural areas migrate to cities in search of
work. For most part of the year, they stay in
urban areas working as casual labourers. During
the time of sowing and harvesting, they move
back to rural areas and work as agricultural
labourers. Therefore, even if such labourers
procure a BPL card from their respective villages,
they would not be able to use that card in the
cities.

Secondly, India is producing ample food
grains for all its citizens. Therefore, instead of
letting the food grains rot in our warehouses the
Indian government should develop a system to
provide food security for all its "citizens.
Government should get away with the concept
of APL-BPL and should provide food at
subsidized prices to all citizens of this country.
Efforts should be made to end this inter-region
division. So that a citizen can procure his share of
food grains from any part of the country.

Archit Nanda
English B.A (H) 2™ year,
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