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Asmi 2

Gender Sensitization Committee of RLAC

~ | Exist

ASMI- (The Gender Sensitization Committee of RLAC) is pledged to make the students aware about gender
related issues and individual’s rights irrespective of their gender identities. The name ASMI is significant in
defining the aim of this society. The word ASMI means “l am or | exist.” Etymologically it comes from Sanskrit
dhaatopadh “AS” which means — “to exist.” The gender sensitization club of RLAC runs with the motto that
everyone’s existence is significant in the same way as ours to us. It promotes the idea of inclusiveness and
harmonious co-existence among each entity in the world for a better future. The members of ASMI organize
various student centric activities such as performing arts competitions, poster making and slogan writings,
field survey, talks, seminars, conferences and workshops on numerous aspects of gender issues. The society
has started an E-journal on gender sensitization for the students to give a creative platform for their
understanding of gender related issues. Our purpose is to make the students a better human being first. By
focusing on the harsh realities which in general are swept beneath the carpet, students are enabled to
guestion gender related concerns open-mindedly and discard the ills of antiquity. The various components of
society consist of Gender Champions, Members and E-Journal Editors.

Asmi Oath

We, the members of ASMI, are committed to promote gender equality among us.
We pledge to devote ourselves in creating an inclusive, equal and just society
through our idea, speech and conduct.

Principles of ASMI

Equality
Liberty
Creativity

Aim and Objective

1.ToCI uphold gender equality by following three principles of ASMI in thought and
conduct.

2.To spread awareness on gender issues prevailing in social surrounding.
3.To admire and encourage diversity for social harmony.

4. To be exemplary in speech and action for bringing a positive change.
5.To create opportunities for discourse of quality on gender related topics.
6.To exhibit leadership and creative traits in dealing with gender issues.
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Dear Readers,

In academics we discuss, examine and analyse various
socio-political and cultural issues which have been deterrent to §
the multifaceted growth of a society. We look for a possible
remedy to eliminate the long exercised ills on the name of culture
and traditions. Gender is one such area that requires a closer
attention in the field of academics. Even though several attempts |
from the part of government and judiciary have been made to
achieve equality yet, we haven't been able to eradicate gender based
injustice that prevailsin the mind of people.

ASMI, The Gender Sensitization Committee of Ram Lal Anand College has launched its
E-journal toinspire our students by providing them a platform where they can express their
views on gender issues in different literary forms; fiction and nonfiction such as short
stories, poems, essays, articles, memoirs and so on. The name ASMl is derived from Sanskrit
dhaatopadh which means “| Exist”. The word can be playfully used phonetically in English
transcription /asmi/-suggestive of inclusiveness as the goal of a mutually enhancing society
between | and We irrespective of our diverse identities. ASMI, the E-journal encourages
the young minds to contribute with their creativity that can reflect on the varied
experiences and observations on gender based inequalities that one might come across in
everyday life.

We believe that creativity is a meditative process. Writing as a part of creative
endeavour leads to broaden our critical insight. When a young mind writes on issue as
complex as gender, they aren't just exercising their creativity but also exploring the topic to
understand the deeply rooted power-relation in a Patriarchal society. Furthermore, the
readership of ASMI involves undergraduate students, who, by reading the contributions of
their fellow students could develop social consciousness and sensibility on gender related
issues. ASMI- the E Journal of RLAC, sincerely hopes that this small step would let the
student's creativity flow in asserting their ideas towards significant change in the society.

Ms. Deepshikha Kumari
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A Step Towards Understanding Gender

experienced waves of fluctuation throughout the ages. Patriarchy, strict gender roles and

the perception of binary gender system has always taken its strong stance on considering
females as the secondary concern and denying the subject of gender identity spectrum any
room to bloom. Gender sensitization is fundamental for the recognition of gender-based
disparities as consciousness, awareness and acknowledgement of these gender issues are not
only crucial for social refinement but also ending crimes related to it. And it was in this spirit that
led Ram Lal Anand's Gender Sensitization Society to launch its E-journal- Asmi—a step towards
understanding gender and how it plays outin our everyday living via pencraft.

The complex concept of gender, pushed on by our precursors and traditions, has

"Let us pick up our books & pens, they are our most powerful weapons."

ASMI-the gender sensitization journal of RLAC aims to empower its readers to be more open-
minded, rational and unbiased in their thoughts and actions. The journal is built on the
experiences we faced and explains the importance of gender sensitization in our society.

In this firstissue, we have some great contributions from students of our college who have aimed
to empower the suppressed sections of our society through their literature and | hope it helps
them unlock their true potential.

The journal mainly discusses social stigma & gender inequality in our society. It also discusses
the role of colours & our daily language in widening this gender gap in the minds of our people. It
is a platform that provides a voice to the unheard, neglected thoughts of many empowered
minds.

| hope that within these inspiring pages of ASMI, you will discover your inspiration.

Palak Arora, Shravani Upadhyay

Asmi voll issuel year-2020-21 e
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Is Gender a social Construct?

Shravani Upadhyay

“You couldn'tlook ata brain and say, 'Oh that's of a boy, or that's ofa girl.”

— GinaRippon (professor of Cognitive Neuroimaging at Aston University)

their entire identity is planned out— from

the way they are treated, observed,
perceived to how they must behave, actin public,
and even how to think. But these impositions are
the result of socially constructed ideas about the
set of roles a particular sex performs. Also known
as gender and indicating to

I rom the moment a child's sex is assigned,

of language, symbols, etc. The assignment of
colours to the genders at home, the primary
learning institution for a being, is chiefly
discerning. Blue for the boys and pink for the girls
restricts the choices and wants of an individual.
“Boys can't cry,” “don't cry like a girl,” the pay gap
between the two genders, disregarding the

bride's choice of groom

gender roles, these
preposterous earmarkings
are burdensome and set

Dancing from the south
Cloudy cool and gray
Pregnant with rainchild

for marriages, burdening
the male populace with
the responsibility of their

limits to our individual and
social integrity. Although in
common language usage
gender and sex are often
used indifferently, both the
terms have their own
distinction by the virtue of
dictionaries and academic
disciplines. While sex refers
to the biological differences,
gender is the social operation of sexual
differences. Itis usually a conception of oneself as
male or female but for many, the gender they
identify with doesn't go with the gender they
were assigned at birth. Having being subjected to
these standards, gender is said to be a social
construct because its shared meaning is
repeatedly fostered by the society and so they
appear to be natural and not crafted. Society
creates these sets of unspoken attributes of being
a male or a female and expects us to conform to
different beliefs and roles based on our sex. This
can also consequently connote how stereotypes
come into existence.

Gender affects a person in both individualistic
as well as socialistic levels. Its impact is especially
visible on the daily through the distinguishing use

Atdawn she gives birth to gentle mist
Flowers bow with wet sustenance
Luminescence all around.

—“Female rain” by Laura Tohe

entire family, not
“allowing” women to
work for themselves,
female foeticide, etc. are
all repercussions of
gender roles and their
constraints. It also
doesn't captivate itself in
only one sphere. Gender
and gender roles, issues
go through a wide spectrum of similar other
identity domains— race, class, etc. and sustains,
materialises accordingly. People are impacted
regardless of their beliefs. Let us consider men
who do not support sexism but may passively
benefit from a sexist society. It is also more
common for women to cross the boundaries of
attires than men. It is common for women to
wear jeans, trousers, pants, a clothing piece
designed specifically for men in the past, while it
is not for men to wear dresses, skirts, makeup,
etc. This is why it is good to see the change
permeating through our social norms slowly and
people attempting to challenge the prevailing
medieval patterns. Gender is a form of identity
and is meant to free a person, not bind them in
someone else'svisions.

Asmi
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Gender Equity

Palak Arora

eing born and brought up in India, |
consider gender equity has always been
the need of the hour. We need to have a
provision of fairness and justice in the
distribution of benefits and responsibilities

between men, women and trans-genders.
Women in India have

been stripped of their rights and have been
considered inferior for a long period.
Transgenders, on the other hand, were not just
treated inequal by society but even by the constit
Unlike ancient eras, in the modern era, women
are considered dependent and are usually
objectified and controlled by men (not by all, but

Photos: Google images

the majority of them).
In the past few years, successful

attempts have been made to bring equity in the
Indian society, not just for women but also for the
third gender, that we didn't talk about earlier. For
example- Recently, women were allowed to enter
Haji Ali Dargah at Mumbai; the equal right-to-
worship was restored.

In 2019, The Transgender Persons

(Protection of Rights) Act, was enforced to
protect the rights of transgender people and, to
ensure their welfare. Of the late non-government
organisations have started various programmes
and awareness camps to fight this social stigma.

Asmi
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We often use equality and equity
interchangeably, but, gender equity, unlike
gender equality, focuses on uplifting the more
suppressed sections of the society first & along
with that protecting the rights of all. To highlight
this distinct feature here's an example: Every
human irrespective of their gender have an equal
opportunity to sit
in a metro. That is
gender equality,
whereas the
concept of
identifying that
women and men
have different
needs, power
and reserving a
section of seats
for women and
senior citizens is
gender equity.
Gender
equity identifies and addresses these differences
in a manner that rectifies the imbalance between
genders. Thus gender equity is the path that'll

lead us to gender equality.
We as in society have started our journey

towards gender equity, having said that, we are
not only concentrating on the atrocities faced by
women & transgenders, but also on the ones
faced by men. Of the late, rise in fake complaints
against men has raised the need to protect
humanity and not just one section of the society.

Misuse of power to justice has made it necessary
for us to shift our focus on breaking the shackles
of differentiation based on gender & has arisen
the urgent need to verify facts before declaring
someone guilty.

As it is rightly said,“Injustice anywhere is a
threat to justice everywhere". A-lot of
amendments and
legal rulings to
restore equality in
all dimensions have
passed, but their
social acceptance
remains a task. For
example- Inthe case
of Sabarimala
Temple, women
were earlier
forbidden to enter
the premises. Even
though in 2018, a
judgement was
passed, by the Supreme Court of India that allows
all Hindu pilgrims regardless of their gender to
enter the temple; it is still not accepted &
enforced by the temple authorities, priests and
local natives.

The protests continue in-the-hope that
one-day women will attain their equal right to

worship at Sabarimala and similar other temples.
The journey is long, but the goal is in each step,

and we will not stop until we reach the end.

Asmi
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Shweta Singh

Standing in the white gown

Getting pics clicked from down;

Posing for the Vogue with a balloon and smile

Ladies and gentlemen, he's Harry Styles.

The gown touched the ground
But the model's gender couldn't be bound;
He was looking better than a model

No one believes me! Then you can just Google.

The Vogue history said you can't be solo on the cover
Wearing gown he's a do-er;
For men and women, equality is a victory

And in the white dress, he changed history.

Most said to him bring back masculinity

Posing in a gown isn't a thing of dignity;

But clothing doesn't define gender and beauty
Women or Men why does it matter if you support

humanity.

Photos: Vogue, Pinterest
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Color Not Character

Shivangi Garg

photos: google images

We all know that there are so many colours. Even a rainbow is
made-up of 'seven colours'. But it seems that there is only a pink
colourinthe case of girls. | don't know exactly, why is it so?

ust think and ask yourself, what is the first
thought that came to your mind when you
heard the word 'pink' and focus on the word

'first thought'.
Now if we to talk about the majority of us,

we are like 'pink' means girls because a major
segment of this gender likes this colour. But again
ask yourself, is it right to correlate a gender with a

colour?
The society has allotted a colour for each

gender, but we forget that the colour is
genderless. Many times due to social stigma, we
compel our children to like a particular colour.
Like in the case of girls, people usually choose
pink toys, dresses, accessories for them. Their
bathtub, towel, bed, cradle, pillow, etc. are also

pink. Is pink the only colourin the entire universe?
Thisstigmaiis

not only confined to girls but also targets the
boys. A boy since childhood is compelled to like

blue. Most of their toys and dresses are blue.
Now you will think

that 'what if pink is for girls and blue is for boys?'
Then what's the matter? What's the big deal? The
answer to this whole thing is 'Feminism'.
Assigning colours to babies enforces a role that
they are confined to grow and fit in. Pink is

considered as a sensitive and feminine colour
which starts defining girl's character, their

thinking and limitations.
Since pink is a colour of girls, they need to

conform its defining characteristics, irrespective
of their individuality. It is a baseless and
irritational concept which has steeped in the
feudalistic mindset of the society since ages.They
become the victims of the 'norms' which define

theirthoughts and actions.
There is a pressing need to treat a woman as

an individual as they have their own choices,
needs and desires and never judge them based on
colour and the same with boys. Our society
bounds boys to like 'blue’, they cannot like 'pink’,
and if they did they are considered weak and are

referred to as 'not manly enough'.
Do you think a choice of colour should be a

factor to determine a person's character or
behaviour? Ask yourself. Is it right? And if you
think it isn't right. Then congratulations!! Pink is
just a colour or a way for us to define someones

character entirely dependsonus.
We should stop this act of defining people

based on their choices if we want a world with
fewer stereotypes, less discrimination, less
sexismand less prejudice.
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The Pink we See

Poojita Shrivastava

phenomenon. Since a very long time,

people were assigning pink colour to girls
and blue or black to boys. Pink colour is
overwhelmingly associated with delicacy and
femininity. Little girls are given pink coloured
clothes, their rooms are painted pink, their
choice of accessories are mostly pink. Girls are
handed kitchen sets and boys are given doctor
sets, hot wheels, etc. When you think about the
colour pink, you are conjuring up images of little
girlsin pink dresses, with pink toys like barbie ora
Disney princess in a pretty gown. All around the
world, by 1890s and early 20" century and even
till date, manufacturers attempt to sell more
children's and infants clothes by colour-coding
them. For example, a small pack of Kinder Joy for
girls has pink colour in it and the blue coloured
one has 'for boys' written onit.

But the fact to ponder upon is checking
whether it is in any way harmful or beneficial or
doesiteven have animpact.

Yes, it does have a grave impact on the
upbringing of both boys and girls. A general
impact that has been noticed in girls is that they
become more home-bound, sensitive than what
they were. Girls and boys are not different from

Linking colours to genders is not a recent

Photos: Google images

each other (except biologically) at young ages.
But all these gender-related stigmas, when
inflicted upon both, become different
emotionally and mentally. Boys become more
athletic and girls tend to remain comfortable in
their comfort zones. Though, later on, they can't
remain inside their comfort zone for long.

Let us now view this from a different
perspective. We all know that nowadays, the
environment is not safe for women. Even in
public areas, girls, women are harassed and
molested and the government has done
negligible amount of work to reduce this plight.
Insuch asituation, itis not at all advisable for girls
to be sensitive. Once girls grow up, they do not
remain sensitive. But their transition is not easy
from being sensitive, home-bound to
independent and daring ladies. If they are raised
equally, they won't face this problem of
transition.

Another aspect of it is seen in boys. If
they are wearing something in pink, they are
stereotyped for being feminine or being ‘gay’.
Associating something as general as a colour to
gender roles is creating a ridge between the two
genders and in a way, moving away from our goal
of gender equality.
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Pinks and Blues

Aparna Luthra

oing back to my childhood days, |

remember dressing myself up in all pink

for my birthday parties. | had insisted my
mother to buy me a pink barbie doll. BUT WHY
PINK? | had never raised this thought until now
when | came across this question- 'IS PINK JUST
A COLOR?' | asked myself, “did | really like this
colour or was | wearing it just because | had
seen other girls wearing the same?”

All these questions bubbling up in my
mind clearly demonstrate that PINK is not just a

WHY HAS MY BROTHER NEVER
WANTED A PINK DRESS? WHY AT A
GENDER REVEALING CEREMONY,
THE COLOUR BLUE IS ISSUED TO
INDICATE A BOY AND PINK FOR A
GIRL? WHY DO PEOPLE MOCK BOYS
FOR WEARING PINK?

colour.

Pink, being a combination of red and white,
has wide ranging shades from carnation pink to
fuchsia pink to solid pink and many more.
Similar to its diverse shades, its symbolism is
also intricate. Pink, as for many, signifies love
and romance, care, tenderness, acceptance,
calmness and femininity. Yes, | said
“FEMININITY”.

Right from our childhood, thereis a
notion created in our society to portray a girl in
pink. And when | forced myself to think about it,
| realized that this colour association might not
be a serendipitous event. It might have been
because girls are often expected to be calm,
composed, forgiving and caring. Therefore, the

best colour to which we can associate them with is
pink. Today we can see many examples justifying
the stand of pink being a feminine colour. Metros—
one of the most commonly used means of
transport in certain metropolitan cities— have a
coach dedicated to women with seats painted in
pink. And all things that require to indicate boys
and girls have blue and pink as their respective
colours. “Breast Cancer Charities” around the
world use pink coloured ribbons to symbolize
support for people suffering from breast cancer
and promote awareness for the disease. Yes,
“people” includes both men and women, because
both the sexes run through the risk of suffering
from breast cancer. The last example clearly shows
the constructed mindset that pink has to be the
colour of females. And our “MASS MEDIA” with
their cartoons, movies, shows have left no stone
unturned in promoting this fact. All the girls
portrayed in the movies of “BARBIE DOLL, MINNIE
MOUSE, and SHIZUKA IN DOREMON” are dressed
in pink.

After citing the above examples, thereisaclear
understanding that pink is not just a colour. It is
rather a colour of femininity. But with this
conclusion, | would also like to add that the world is
changing. People are now open to new ideas. The
notion of pink being a colour for girls is slowly
fading away. | can now see the patriarchal society
not only dressing up in pink but also cherishing it.
Men are no longer being mocked at for wearing
pink and women are seen dressed up in a rainbow
of colours and not just the mixture of white and
red. And this really gives me a sense of satisfaction
because deep inside, we all wanted this association
of genders with colours to be eradicated.

At last, would like to say
that life is a big canvas. Throw in all the colourful
colours you can, to paint it beautifully. Do not just
restrict yourselfand othersto PINKS and BLUES.
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| Golrs and gender | 2

Is Pink only a Color?

Arushi

Is pink only a color?
g an né’i‘,a %uman?
Ism mininity a stain?
Is my co ence a Ileqnt atlam
characterléss

Gender roles plays a big role in the society that exists today. It tells me what the colour of my
lipstick should be, the length of my dress when | am sitting in front of my elders.
When asked for answers, we are taught to correct our choices of colours and normalize the
brutality of the norms imposed on us.

These questions routinely come up in this jet age and people are still trying to figure out why.

PINK

Yes, this color is a symbol of femininity, tenderness, politeness and of being subtle. These are mere
qualities that can be a part of man's nature as well. Being a woman doesn't mean that | am naturally
tender or incapable of being aggressive. These gender roles and gender biased ideologies misguide
and mislead us. Old adages have become toxic for today's era. And educated people following what
should not be followed makes my heart bleed.

[ am a young youth
What I am told to follow
I don't believe
And that's the truth.
I am the power
My physicality 1sn't a barrier.
Colours that I wear
Are my choice.
I am bold pink
And tender black.
What I am born natural
Shouldn't be a stigma.
My nurture, nature, surrounding

and choices are not criminal offences.
But, Your questions O%how
I am isn't a justice I bet!

If we want this world to be free from stereotypes, we will have to stop defining colours to the
younger generation because when we were young we learned there are seven colours in the
rainbow and that is VIBGYOR, so let's not forget the OBGIV of ROY-G-BIV!!

Photos: Google images
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Pink isn’t a color, it’s an attitude

ST

Photos: Google images

Neha Sharma

ave you ever watched the movie Pink & thought why does it have that title? For those who
haven't watched it, let me tell you. The storyline of the movie revolves around a girl, who was
harassed and abused. It also depicts how she combats the situation and emerges even
stronger than before. Well after proper observations and reading some facts; | realised that pink is not
justacolour, itis women empowerment, which altogether now justifies the title of the movie.
Pink truly justifies and reveals the "Nari Shakti" in its actual sense.
For averylongtime,intheIndian culture women are considered the incarnations of Goddess Lakshmi,
which means that they bring happiness & peace wherever they go. The colour pinkis also a portrayal of
tenderness, affection and purity.

Colours are symbols of movements like white is for peace & red is for danger. It's
okay to use colours to express your thoughts, but we must understand it is the idea and the thought,
which is the real gem apart from that everything around it is only shells. | believe giving a particular
colourtoasegmentastheiridentityis unjust and biased.

Inthe end, in colour psychology, Pink s a sign of hope!
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Don’t forget VIBGYOR

Kavya

of the rainbow through 'VIBGYOR'. We

learned about the numerous colours in
our universe and the relation between
them. But as we grew we learnt another
colour rule that "pink is for girls and blue
is for boys". Well who got to decide this
and what will be the impact of this on our
society?

Although parents are getting more
creative with the gender revelation of their
new-born babies, but the practice of using
pink and blue colours for the same is
quite prevalent. Assigning such colours to
babies enforces a role that they are
supposed to grow and fit in. Like if you

are a girl that means you have to like pink
and you cannot like blue, and if you do

I n younger age, we learned the colours

Photos: Google images

As soon as a baby is born,
parents usually start dressing them in
pink and blue colours according to their
gender. But there are plenty of parents
who refuse to standby this ridiculous code
and let their kids choose a colour for
themselves.

Instead of giving girls pink dresses
or pink toys which are associated with
delicacy and femininity, we must let them
choose what they want. A girl may also
like playing cricket, similarly, boys can
also choose to wear a pink t-shirt or play
with a doll. Doing this will create a feeling
of 'gender sensitization' among both the
genders.

These gendered colours are warnout
and outdated. We need to stop
determining a person's preference and
choices based on the colour they like.

then they name you a tomboy and an Let's not neglect the 'VIBGYOR' of
attention seeker. colours.
"Pink can be for boys
and blue can be for girls too."
Asmi feA
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Gender of Toys

Kuntal yadav

rene sighed as the chatter continued around
her, feeling exhausted after the long day of
doing assignments, attending classes and
socializing but most of all, from the recurring
theme of conversation her family was having yet

again.
“No Geeta! We should definitely buy

somethingin blue or some sort of game sinceit's
Ishaan's birthday.” Irene's mother insisted. Irene
for the life of her did not understand the relation
of the colour or type of toy and the person being

Ishaan.
“Ma, Ishaan doesn't even like any games and

much prefers pink,” Irene replied. Her mother
shook her head, cleaning up and chattering
aboutin the kitchen. Her aunt Geeta chuckled as
she pat Irene's head, shaking her own in the lieu

of ananswer tolrene'sinquiry cum statement.
“We have all seen what the boy likes and those

are not things a young boy should waste his time
with anyhow, my child.” With this, Irene's

mother concluded their discussion.
Later when Ishaan's birthday

celebration had started, he pulled Irene to the
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side, whispering, more so whining, “'Rene,
why'd you give me cars? Of what use are they to
me?” Irene had no answer. The words were on
the tip of her tongue, something that had been
cemented into her since she was a child. But they
didn't feel right anymore. Why should toys be

limited tothe recipient of it?
Ishaan shrunk seeing her

hesitance in answering. Slouching, he
whispered, “Oh well, | suppose you're doing me
a favour, everyone teases me about my choice of
toys anyway. | guess | won't be called 'girly'
anymore.” Ishaan looked morose. Irene felt a
pang of fury at the unfairness of the entire

situation.
“Idon't understand what's so wrong in

being 'girly.' 'Shaan, don't worry, we'll go buy a
new, less expensive doll for you with my pocket
money later,” Irene tried to reassure him and his
whole demeanour seemed to light up like a
Christmas tree. Giggling happily, he squeezed
Irene's hand and left to thank others for their
giftsand the party went onits merry way.

Asmi
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When Irene reached home, she still couldn't
grasp or even rationalise the situation even if she
was thirteen and everyone around seemed to
agree with limiting and confining colours to
gender. The TV advertisements showed most
things made for girls to be in the colours of red
and pink and encouraged them to play with
kitchen-sets and barbie dolls. Meanwhile, for
boys, it was cars and sports with the colour
preference being blue or black. Irene did not
understand why Ishaan

would get bullied for

liking a simple colour or o
preferring to play with -~
dolls. Since when was ¥Esgs '
being or 'acting like a girl' gais
taken in the negative
context?

She believed that it
should be okay to like
whatever a person
wanted to like without
anyone having any right to decide what should be
liked and what shouldn't. It simply felt irrational
to her that just because Ishaan was a boy, he was
“supposed” to like only certain things and that
Irene being a girl limited her to certain
preferences as well. But what left her absolutely
baffled was that everyone around her seemed to
be perfectly fine with this injustice.

A person should just be treated as a
person rather than as a “girl” or a “boy” and
further should not be blamed for liking what they
did. But she had heard so many comments such
as, “Girls are not supposed to sit like that,” “Why

Asmi

vol.1 issuel year 2020-21

are you crying? You're a boy, man up!”, Wow! She
hangs out with boys, what a tomboy!”, “Why are
you screaming? Are you a boy?” by her own
family, friends as well as teachers. Irene
pondered on who exactly decided how a girl
should behave like and why were so many
general things such as crying, shouting, way of
sitting, etc. related to a particular gender? It
seemed awfully unfair and constricting to her,
and it also bothered her that most of her friends
also agreed and
followed these
“norms” outcasting
anyone who did not
gt fit into these boxes
! that the society had
created. She had seen
Ishaan being scolded
= lightly, teased and
even bullied for doing
something as
innocent as having a
pink coloured box. She wondered if anyone
shared the same opinion as her.She was
determined to question her parents and ask their
reasoning for thinking this way and why exactly
should colours have a gender?

After all, shouldn't everyone be allowed to like
what they like and play with what they want, talk
what they want to talk about? Was she not
learning this in her Social Studies class- Freedom
of speech? Why should colours be assigned to
gender and toys too. Shouldn't toys be toys and
pink justacolour?

Photos: Google images
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Maru’s Black Closet

Aditi Aggarwal

he day was pleasantly cool, making it perfect
for a clean-upday at home. Sally started to

clean while making her child sit with his toys.
The boy soon grew bored of the little things and
walked towards his mother's clothes with
mischief in mind. He saw a pink veil and tried to
wear it on his head clumsily. His eyes sparkled as
he looked at his reflection in the mirror before
turning red from happiness.

Maru was walking down the street with his head
hanging down. The people around him were
giving him wary looks as they looked at his
towering height and scary appearance. With a
black hoodie and blue jeans, Maru was walking
without a destination in mind. He was supposed
to go home and work on his
assignment, but today's event at
school drained him of any will.

He sighed and looked at the crowd
of people. Couples hanging out
with each other, small families
taking a walk, mothers carrying
their children, bunch of high school
kids chatting happily and laughing.
His eyes lingered on the high
school girls a little longer before he
hurriedly looked away. But his gaze
landedon those girls again and his
eyes sparkled as he looked at their
cute hair-ties and keychains. A cute
pink teddy caught his eye in the
mist, almost making him talk to the girls so that he
could touch the adorable key-chains. Maru came
out of his daze as something small bumped into
him and he looked down to see a startled kid on
his butt. He leaned down to help the kid up but
before his hand touched the girl, she was whisked
away by her mother.

“Are you trying to harm my child?” The woman
said in a loud voice, attracting the attention of
many passers-by who stared at Maru with a
suspicious gaze. Maru frowned in panic, resulting
in the woman stepping back in slight fear. Maru

froze with his hand suspended in the air as he felt
everyone's gaze on him and not one of them were
friendly. He started sweating profusely as people
started to murmuraround him.

“I- 1 was just...,” he wanted to say in a small voice
but everyone's faces around him said war and
before he could clear up the situation, Maru ran
away as fast as he could, ignoring the shouts of
others behind him. He stopped after a while and
found himself in an unknown alley. Maru's
reflection entered his eyes when his gaze fell on
the glass window. He looked at the person with
the small round eyes, pointed nose, thin lips with
a cut on the lower one and the big frame of body
that the face belonged to. He turned away from
his reflection with a slight frown
« when suddenly his eyes fell on

the shop across the street, or
more specifically the big pink
teddy bear with soft fur and
beautiful glass eyes.

Before Maru could stop himself, he
was across the street and in front
of the shop staring at the plushie
with sparkling eyes. His will to buy
the plushie was increasing the
longer he stared at it and in an
impulse, he bought the teddy but
immediately regretted his
decision.

He started hearing the jars and taunts of his
middle school classmates as they laughed and
mocked him for liking pink, sparkly and cute
things. Before the mocking, Maru had never seen
anything wrong with his way of walking, talking
and his choice of clothes. He loved to talk about
cute toys, cute tops and his wardrobe was filled
with his favourite colour, pink. But after the first
kid pointed out his choices as gross, everyone in
the classroom started agreeing with that and
called him “weird.”

Photos: Google images

Asmi

vol.1 issuel year 2020-21

HEH



e 0000 =
:gsna“r T Th [
-
CIEGIRCIEIGH

Tehell & 6T Tgcl, AT JFe A 72

T F[ATST ehael T &, AT MW T§ Teh 3HEAH 87
TEH o § FR T AR FB g6 doh ol

T 3 AT FHT IWAT § TF, S § THG ST IR |
AT ¢ 39 GATS #1, 50 I ot g4 Sod e

W AT I ATS TG FT ar s & e o R

e, A @I HRUT, YO W Y el A7 qam,

Jfera AfF-Rarsr 3R FrATiois il d ga 3|

Ul 3eferel St el TR weaAl & orswrs, dr H fRar G-
W A I THS W AT T, 99 U o1 HT I§ I V|
fohed o TAST 58 WHARN I HHSART AT Il AT hae T,
Jg ar § Seordr e AT A2, vk dAg Arer FT G|

o TG Heh AR AT € I Tg FeATST T

31 IAT dg UATA AT Tged T AT

ol 319 3737 § 41 eRl

S8 AN & I[eATel LT FT 93 IAT § Hecd|

§eT 31T § ag 1A, S Hohd & faeard |

sTel {ga1 &am el off #Afgelm & oere|

ol 33T el Teh 1Y, Seo $H JIT & &,

3T TET Ielel W1l § ggarel g Gl a3t 1 Tcd Tawy|

Asmi vol.1 issuel year 2020-21 3TEA



She hated Pink
\

Ashish Tripathi

family from Delhi is very happy because a

child is going to be born soon. The father

wants a girl and the mother wants a boy
child. The family of two is ready to share their
love with their first little one. They discuss names
for the child and decorations for the arrival party.
Finally, the day came and a cute girl child was
born.Both the parents were very happy. They
started buying clothes and decorating the house
but everything seemed to be doused in pink.The
new-born was named “Mamta” and this is the

story of her life lessons.
Mamta, now a five-year-old girl started

figuring out the world, wow! Now she can speak.
So, she asked questions about herself and other
small things. She felt that there was something
which was dominating her life. She was too
young to understand this but somehow, she felt
that it was the pink colour. The walls were pink,
her clothes were pink, her birthday gifts were
pink. She had other colours as well but mainly, it
was pink. She started hating that colour.

As a teenager, she thought that the genders
are differentiated on the basis of colour and boys
can wear dark, strong dominating colours while
women belong to the soft part of the society. So,
during her school days, she thought of staying
away fromthe societyi.e boysand men. She grew
up with thisthought and started filling her spaces
in the patriarchy. Her parents told her to think
about her career and proposed her to pursue
MBBS. She thought it to be a noble profession
and was wilful about a girl being a doctor. She
started her preparations for AlIMS during her 12"
grade. She was good in studies and cleared the
exams. Now she was in college but the thoughts
of patriarchy were still fixed in her mind. She was
doing well and was a focused student.But
whenever she had to wear pink coats
(doctor/nurses coats), she felt bad and thought
about how hard it was to grow up. Even so, she
managed and started making new friends
because she felt that everyone was going
through something similar there.

Asmi

vol.1 issuel year 2020-21

HEH

Photos: Google images



One day, Mamta was reading
the newspaper in her college
hostel and she saw an article
on women in the Indian Army.
She read the article and while
watching the picture of
women in olive green
uniform, she felt enlightened
and very empowered. She
made up her mind to go
in army as a doctor and
olive green became her
favourite colour.

After completing
her graduation, she
applied for Army officer
entry as a doctor.
Because there she could
get her dream colour,
the dominating one.
She appeared for her interview and got
recommended. The hard part was convincing her
parents to let her choose this career path and
expressed her love for the colour of the uniform.
But it wasn't enough for the parents to send their
daughter in the line which is tough because she
would have to live away from home when she
could just stay there and work in a regular
hospital. So, they stopped her. But her love for the
uniform was too much and after a lot of
emotional moments, Mamta was able to
convince her parents. Now, she will live with
dominating/strong colours and fulfil her dream.

The days were passing by and she
completed her training and got her uniform. Now
she felt stronger but internally, she felt the same.
She got commissioned and started her work. She

felt the same as before, but the one
thing that had changed now was the
way she handled things. It made her
stronger as a doctor and an Army
officer. Now, the pink colour was far
away and she hadn't worn it in a
long time.

After some years of work,
she was offered the role of
Head of Doctors for
Awareness of Breast
Cancer, i.e the UN program
in Indian and African
regions. As a doctor, itwas a
great opportunity and as an
Army person, it was the 5-
star vision. She joined the
program and although she
already knew about breast
cancer, she had forgotten
thatits awareness sign was in pink. The colour she
hated and always avoided had come to enter her
life again. She visited places, worked hard but it
was time when she had to wear that pink band on
her olive-green uniform. But she was a disciplined
army officer and she chose to accept the band.
During her awareness sessions, she even
distributed the pink bands to all. Now she
understood the value of pink colour, which has
the power to change the world, power to educate
the world. Finally, she accepted everything, every
colour and felt that there is nothing in particular
that is strong or dominating in this world. It's just
the thoughts of people, patriarchy, colour
discrimination, etc. that inculcate controlling
thoughts and all of this can be removed with the
right lessons of life.
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Speaking Out Loud!

Ruparna Chakarvarty

ou told me that | was supposed to be my
father's property, married off in return for
land, crops and social security and
become my husband's property. Then give birth
to a son and become his property after I'm
widowed. Therefore | shouldn't have a bank

accountorajob.
But then you ridiculed me for being dependent

on men. Called me a gold digger while made

dowry - "atradition".
So | asked for a job, to become self-

dependent. You had an issue with that too.
"Larkihaath se nikalgayi" you told my father.
(Translation- Your girlis out of your control). Why
do you want to control your girls anyway? You,
didn't have a comeback to that? So you declared
that I'm shameless, | disrespected my elders by
talking back and well, they told me | shouldn't be

speaking so much.
You told me how to dress up appropriately,

so | don't get raped. A 5-year-old still got raped.
You mourned through a candle march. A 20-

Photos: Google images

year-old got raped, you asked what was she
wearing? Was she drunk? She should've been
careful- the boy was drunk he didn't know what
he was doing. Maybe she should tie a rakhi on his
wrist, or he should marry her. Everything will be

okay after that.
God forbid if she was wearing something you

think is inappropriate, you concluded that she
deserved to get raped. Awoman in a burkha still
got raped. A man got raped and you laughed it
off because he should've enjoyed it. How will |
ever make you understand rape was never about

clothes. It was always about the rapist.
And No, always means No. But | was scared

because apparently, it would be my fault if | get
raped Hence | should be careful and dress
"appropriately" - So | wore a kurti and salwaar.
You called me "behenji", a prude, boring, not a
fun type girl. How will a man sexualize me
enough to want to marry me if | dress this way?
You told me people dressing up like me is the
"before" of a transformation video.
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You sexualized everything about me since | was a
little kid. | changed my shorts and wore leggings
because people were coming over. School cared
more about my skirt, my nails and my high
ponytail, and less about what | learnt and how |
felt. Even though you sexualized everything
about me- my intelligence, dumbness,
depression, laugh, weakness, strength,
secondary puberty characteristics- my breasts
but only while it satisfied a man. When | used it
for its real purpose, i.e. to feed my infant, you
told me to do it privately. When | gained
confidence, you demonised my pictures,
demonized me. Used my occupation as a curse
word and looked down upon me. You sexualized
me. But when | made money out of it- you didn't

like it.
When | wore makeup, you called it "fake

advertising" - we advertise products, not people.

But how will | ever make you understand?
| was trying too

hard with my golden eyelids and a red lip, trying
to do what? Oh yeah, lure men to marry me yeah

rightsorry | forgot my bad.
So I removed it. Then you called me

ugly. My bare face isn't good enough. You
ridiculed my natural body with cellulite and
tummy rolls. Magazines told me that a woman
with a body like me shouldn't wear a bikini, it'll
look like a whale. Everyone would laugh. So
should | slimdown to "get back at everyone" and

geta'revenge"?
So lwentto the gym and got that flat stomach

with abs and muscles. You didn't like it either.
"women with muscles aren't attractive," you told
me. Men wouldn't want a woman with toned

muscles.
So I've concluded with the very few examples

that you don't care about modesty, nudity,
dependency, independence etc. You only care

about one thing- controlling me!
Onceyou lose your control

it messes with your head, nothing is good
enough for you because well I'm not doing it
according to you, according to the "norms". I've
accepted the fact that | can't make you
understand, so I've decided not to. I've also
decided to control my own decisions and my

choicesregarding my life.
It upsets you. But this makes

me feel great. You know what? I'm glad | have a
'kaichijaisizabaan'. | think I'm always going to be
that way. Wasn't born with zipping on my mouth,
won't zip it up now either. It's too late to control

me now.
| hope that you'll understand one day, that

putravatibhava wasn't a blessing, that women
were never weak, women were never supposed
to stay quiet and be the one to sacrifice at all
times. Men aren't supposed to be the only
earning members of the family and, cryingisn't a
sign of weakness, it'sa human trait.
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In the Dreams

Kshitiz Kumar Singh

"You may say I'm a dreamer
But I'm not the only one
I hope someday you join us
And the world will live as one."
-Imagine, John Lennon (1971)

air kiss only her face. How long it had
been since she'd felt anything but a
cool embrace of the forsaken lake? It was
not the lover she'd yearned for, yet the
one element to her equal existence on par
with men was missing. o
There is no trace of colour inside her
room, as for the preconceived notions
have had their toll on her kind vyet,
atrocious being and consciousness. A
preacher in the truest sense; she cares for
her walls with faces on it, bookmarks with
a band of pink, a pyre with flames and all
the shades one could possibly fathom.
Pink was just a colour after all, and she
knew it, but only if the creative heads

around her were aware and alive enouPh.
As for Emily, it was time to sleep

and to hyperventilate above the common
folk sense and dream. Another ladder of
expression was about to be added to the
curious head of thought and to what
Lennon imagined in 1971, a world of his

liking with all shades and no segregation.
As Emily runs wild with her dream,

silken hair and the colour of freshly
bloomed cherry blossoms which danced
as if they were underwater. Up, up they
reached, unsatisfied with their position on
the Dragon-spirit's back, climbing towards

an abyss like the ocean dark.
It wasn't until night fell that you

could see the pollution of pink either

I n the shadows, she lurked, letting the

hazing the city line as it was always there
hugging every building, every man,
woman, child and bot. There wasn't a
living being on this dream planet CX-R35
that pink Ether didn't touch, and it felt to
them all just as they felt it. It was so
different from the real world where roles
and duties are assigned to match the
colour band criterion of a particular
gender. For these knuckleheads, pink is
not just a colour, it is the code of
separation which seems fruitful for Emily

as she forged her room and her dream.
The Ether

knew every want, every need, all desires
of the mind and heard even the ones
unspoken, and carefully measured which
to fulfil to keep the populace happy and
equal without any gender bias. If a family
was hungry, and three of the four wanted
an ancient American meal, the ether knew
this and commanded their nutritional
apparatus to produce the desired food.

The real world wasn't so generous.
f a child was

abandoned, it too knew this. It provided a
path of pink mist to the nearest shelter,
sometimes offering a piece of candy or
even imitating the silhouette of an adult as
a coaxing mechanism. The real world,

however, raped the poor child.
It knew you were

sick before you even felt a sneeze first
coming on or saw a pox mark, the poor girl
lies and succumbs to her death because
her pink is discriminatory and different.
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There was a sound in the distance a
panicked shouting she knew all too well,
and she closed her eyes wishing for it to
go away. The shouting grew nearer, the
water alive with vibrations as something
approached but she had no voice to cry
out or beg to commit and perform the fire
rituals of her father as her pink bled with
red every month.

The dream
continues and she
didn't jump out of
her bed to look for
her father. There
was fury, and she
could feel it, and the
troubled
differentiation
countered her in
sleep. How fitting to
disguise the cure of
allurement with
beauty and glow; not a single soul could
see through it the way Emily saw it.

And so her curse continued, forever
trapped in a prison of pink, clearer than
the finest crystal, longing to feel
something besides its coolness on her
skin, longing for the warmth of love or
comfort but able to watch as those
feminists who tried to change the real
world were doomed to a similar fate.

There's a bigger world out there,
always, and it's within us to chase it. Like
the intrigue of a place can have its
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gravitational pull, we are pulled into the
orbit of curiosity, desperate, destined to
search.

The last rites her father were done by
a human with the 'blue' shade, as if in
pink was something alien. The dream
rages on, and as it seems to crumble, a
man stood at the edge of a colour burst
horseshoe,

every crag of the city gets
alight with the neon
glow of pinkish
mystery.Through it, in
the distance, the soft
tendrils of distant
Nebula licked at stars
pockmarking the cobalt
sky, and the next
nearest development
could be seen as a
speck blotting the only
mountain range that

Photos: Google images hadn't been tilled on

the dream planet CX-R35.

With a deep sigh, a gale born of
the storming apathy within her. Emily
finally opens her eyes to see her father in
the dream. She always yearned for
buzzing and crying just for sensitization of
her pink self. Whether this was the real
world or did her father enter the dream
planet, will always fascinate her. What
should indeed be instilled inside all of us
is the seed of ultimate gratification and a
dream of pink for the real world. Every
band, every shade and not just pink is a
colour and nothing else.
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Gender-language bais

Madhav Kumar

cricket player from

Maharashtra, at the

age of nine, was
selected in the under-15 team
and at the age of eleven was
selected in Maharashtra
under-19 team. Got inspired
when the player's brother
achieved, big. Today, the player
is known as one of the best

cricketers in our country.
Based on the above

statements, which player
comes to your mind first? | bet
most people would have
thought of Hardik Pandya,
Rohit Sharma, Sachin
Tendulkar or AjinkyaRahane.
Butifl tell you that the playeris
a woman, it may surprise you.
The player is Smriti Mandhana,
one of India's leading cricket
player. It's not your fault that
you guessed it would be a man.
From childhood, we hear that
cricket is a gentleman's game,
so it becomes natural for us to
think that the player with such
an exceptional record can only
be a man. | can give you many
similar examples, not only in

sports but alsoin other fields.
But have you ever

imagined why people
misinterpret such statements?

be a man possessing
exceptional records or leading
a successful life? There are
many factors behind this. One
of them is language. Language
has always helped us in
communicating and expressing
our feelings. It is an
indispensable part of our lives,
but it has also created some
gender-biased notions. When
language is gender-biased, it
favours a particular gender
over another. In English, the
bias is usually the preference
of the masculine over the
feminine. We often use
masculine nouns and
pronouns to refer to both men
and women. There are words
which suggest that this is done
by women only, for example,
housewife. Some adjectives
suggest gender-biasedness for
example, Radium is a 'man-
made' element, but it was
invented by a woman Marie
Curie. Words like air hostess
suggest that only women do
the job while the fact is, many

men are also in this profession.
This is not something

new or developed in recent
times. It is a result of very old
gender-biased thinking in this

Photos: Google image

society. People have always
thought of a profession or an
activity associated with a
particular gender. This has
created norms such as this
particular work is only for
women or men, for example,
people always think of a
mechanical engineer to be a
man and a nurse to be a
woman. It creates a gender gap
and deepens the roots of such
norms in our society. If we
consider both native and non-
native languages, English is
one of the most spoken
language in the world and it
has led to neglection of women
in the society and her
contributions are undermined.
Such continuous negligence of
women has led to their
oppression, and because of
such norms based on
languages, women have been
confined to professions which
require tenderness and
compassion such as
housewives, nurses, maids,
etc. while men are always
considered fit for the jobs and
activities which require
strength and intelligence. This
has hampered the growth of
women for years.

Why do thex think it can only
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Girls from an early age are to
take care of their family, as in
future they are expected to take
care of their husband, children
and house. These types of
norms are more prevalent in
backward and conservative
countries than in the advanced
ones. This was just about
English, there are other
languages also which are
gender-biased. Recently a
survey was conducted by
researchers in which they
examined 25 languages for
gender biasedness and
stereotypical notions. Danish
came first among these 25
languages, while English and
Hindi were at 6th and 12th
places, respectively.
Researchers found that such
gender stereotypes discourage
the efforts to narrow the gender
gap in different career options,
especially in science and

technology.
If you look at the data on

the development and
upliftment of women in the last
few decades, women have
come a long way and have
achieved a lot during all the
years and are still moving
ahead. It has been possible

despite such biasedness and
stereotypes created by

language.
It shows that people are

becoming more and more
aware of such biases and
stereotypes. The emergence of
social media and it's
popularisation has expedited
this process of realisation and
awareness. People can share
their propaganda and views
with many people at a time. In
the last few years, it has also
been observed that words and
terms preferring women over
men have become more
common, for example, the word
stewardess (earlier most people
used steward for both genders).
It is, however, not an ideal
solution for removing such

biases and stereotypes.
| believe that the ideal

solutionis to use gender-neutral
language in our day to day
communication, where we use
nouns which are not gender-
specific or suggest any
particular profession or activity.
People argue that the evolution
of English has always been
male-centric, usage of gender-
neutral language can remove
any such prejudices. In fact, we

can see such developments
taking place in the society. For
example, most of the
organisations today use
chairperson instead of

chairman or chairwoman.
One more solutionis

to use the third person
pronouns while referring to
someone whose gender we do
not know beforehand. The
gender-neutral language will
help in abolishing such
stereotypes created by use of
gender-biased language. People
around-the-world are
encouraging the use of gender-
neutral words in different
languages, such as, Hebrew, in
which gender-neutral endings
for verbs and nouns have
become more common.
Hebrew is one of such example,
others include Arabic, Spanish,
German, French, Swedish and
English. A gender-neutral
language is a tool that makes
people realise that how
language has contributed in
broadening the gender gap and
we should promote its usage
and endeavour to reduce such
gender gap to realise our dream
of aharmonious society.
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The Role of Movies and Tv Shows
ing Gender Roles
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Kalya-ni Bl:latnégar

ender sensitization
means educating and
making people aware of

their thought patterns and
behaviours, so that all genders
are treated equally. The ways in
which people treat men and
women differently under
various circumstances, such as
with respect to careers and life
decisions, is sometimes based
on deeply rooted notions and
stereotypical ideas about a
particular gender. However,
these notions about a specific
gender, which people firmly
believe to be true and
indisputable, might actually be
without any basis, and could just
be a result of being influenced
by parents, relatives, the media,
and other social interactions. It
is an important aspect of gender
sensitization campaigns to
create awareness and to inspire
people to dispel these faulty
notions.

One way to achieve thisis to

start by examining the sources
of these ideas. In India, films and
TV shows are a dominant source
of entertainment for crores of
people in the country.
Unfortunately, majority of the
films in India have reinforced
the stereotypes of behaviour of
male and female genders. Since
these films were highly
successful at the box office, this
became a set formula for a lot of
films that were made. This was
regardless of the fact that they
were perpetrating and
establishing these gender
notions, which were harmful to
thesociety.

The hero was shown to be
stalking, teasing and troubling
the heroine. This behaviour is
taken to be normal, masculine
behaviour. Rather than
objecting to it, the heroine, after
initial resistance, is shown to fall
in love with the hero. In 'Sholay’,
Veeru tries to win the love of the
tonga driver Basanti, while
singing the song 'Koi haseena
jab rooth jati hai to aur bhi

haseen ho jati hai'. He jumps on
her tonga and grabs her from
behind. She throws him off the
tonga, but he climbs back and
continues to harass her. In
'Badrinath ki Dulhaniya’, the
male lead chases the
uninterested heroine, singing
'Tune English mei jab humko
daanta, to aashiq surrender hua,
pyaar se maara gaalon pe
chaanta to aashiq surrender
hua'. In the movie
‘Mohabattein’, Shah Rukh Khan
teaches his students to pursue
the girls relentlessly, even if
their actions cause the girls
mental distress.

These types of films send out
a dangerous message that such
behaviour is secretly liked by
women, who may initially say
'No', but will get attracted to the
man eventually. The young boys
in the society start emulating
the hero in the belief that they
will become popular with girls.
Thus, Indian movies play a role
in normalizing stalking of
women.
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Over the years, many TV serials
such as 'Kyunki Saas Bhi Kabhi
Bahu Thi', 'Kumkum Bhagya’,
'Sasural Simar Ka' created a
stereotypical image of the ideal
Indian housewife wearing
traditional Sarees with ornate
jewellery, holding a plate with
flowers and a lamp, praying for
her husband's well-being. An
ideal mother is portrayed as
sacrificing her own individuality,
and fulfilling her domestic
responsibilities towards the
family. In 'Sasural Simar Ka', Simar
dreams of becoming a dancer, but
her conservative parents want
her to marry. These serials give a
message to girls how to become
obedient daughters and
daughters-in-law. It is assumed
they will receive bare minimum
education, will not have
professional careers, and their
sole purpose is to look after the
household. These are seriously
flawed notions about the female
gender, far removed from real life
in which women have proved
themselves in professional
domains as well. Yet, it is also
true that movies which broke
gender stereotypes have been
made. 'Hunterwali', made in
1935, shows the story of a
princess as a masked crusader.
This highly successful movie
played a big role to orient the
society. The heroine became a
cult icon. She did stunts, which
was not expected from a gentle
woman, and thus emerged as a
feminist icon of Hindi cinema.
This movie also challenged the
conventional patriarchal order.
More recently, the movie 'Queen’

is an important film dealing with
feminism. Rani is an innocent girl
for whom life is about learning to
run a house and getting married.
Her thinking is narrow and
determined by the society which
places primary importance of
marriage in a girl's life. Once her
marriage is cancelled; she takes a
decision to go for her honeymoon
all by herself. She meets various
people and has new experiences
as she travels abroad. In the
process, Rani discovers herself.
She realises that she must live for

Photos: Google images

her happiness and take charge of
her life.

The movie 'Pink' is another such
work which addresses these
topics maturely. This film is a
reflection of the discriminatory,
preconceived notions prevalent
in our society, about a woman's
character. The story shows three
working girls who stay in an
apartment, away from their
families. The neighbours feel that
the girls are of low morality
because they come home late,
wear short dresses, consume
alcohol and go for late night

parties. Sometimes they are
visited by men. The boys, who the
girls meet at a concert, also make
a judgement about them. They
assume that their sexual
advances will be welcomed,
because they believed that any
girl who goes for late night
parties, wears western ouffits,
laughs freely, and mingles with
the opposite sex, signals to a man
to make sexual advances to her.
Over the years, erroneous
notions have been built that a girl
may be saying 'no’, but in her
heart she is pleased and wants
the man to pursue her. This leads
the boys to molest these girls.
Through the medium of 'Pink’, we
realize that in today's modern
society, girls have developed
independent thinking, and want
to live as free individuals, and this
is not because they have lost their
morality.

These movies are a welcome
change to dispel the erroneous
notions related to gender roles.
Movies and serials should be
more realistic, and should also
highlight different aspects in
women's lives, showing them to
be bold, independent. They
should also show that women are
as aspirational and as successful
in their professional careers, as
their male counterparts. Due to
their massive outreach, films and
TV serials are capable of
influencing a large number of
people, and shaping the gender
notions in the society. If these
media are used responsibly, they
could be very helpful in
promoting equality among us.
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